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Oral Region (continued.) Movement.—lt is not 
wommon to meet with persons who can only, 
ter considerable hesitation, protrude the 
imgue from the mouth. This peculiarity is 
wn where there is high irritation or inflamma- 
im of the meninges of the brain; or it may 
tend any condition of vascular excitement in 
those of a highly nervous temperament ; or the 
wgan may be thrust or darted out, and again 
qickly retracted. These movements are by 
means favorable signs, and do very com-| 
noly point to the existence of serious intra- 
tuial disease, in consequence of which there 
#4 loss of control over the voluntary move- 
mais. If the tongue trembles when exposed 
by the patient, it indicates great debility. 
Yhen it is protruded to one side, there is para- 
Inis of the muscles of the opposite. 

Moisture Naturally the tongue when exam- 
ned, will be found covered with a moderate de- 
me of moisture. This is derived from both 

Mt glandular apparatus of the mouth and 

lingual papille. All fevers have, at some 
ul of their course, a tendency to arrest the 
mal secretions of these parts. Some caution 
mecessary to be observed on this point. 
mild a patient have taken any liquids just be- 


the physician’s visit, it may be moist from 
tause. Or, again, there are some who habit- 
sleep with their mouths open; others are 
tlled to do so from nasal obstructions, as 
' ‘wa cavities are blocked up by pro- 





fuse secretions or polypi. In such cases the 
breathing being carried on through the mouth, 
the tongue will be dry. Into all these matters 
the physician should be careful to inquire. 
Generally speaking, a moist tongue will be re- 
garded as highly favorable in the progress of 
febrile disease. The lingual papillx from ccasti- 
tutional as well as local causes, exhibit a great 
variety of conditions, highly instructive under 
the general term of the coated or furred tongue. 
These coats are formed by accumulations of 
the ordinary epithelium of the papilla, glued 
together and discolored by vitiated secretions. 
Should the surface be yellow, it is indicative of 
functional disturbance of the liver, and is ac- 
companied with little taste. The peculiar shade 
is formed by the coloring matter of the biliary 
secretion being eliminated from the lingual 
vessels. A very heavily loaded tongue is not 
to be unfavorably construed. A light scanty 
coating accompanying fever is to be viewed 
with much more distrust, as there seems to be, 
by general consent, in such examples some 
latent, masked, morbid action insidiously at 
work. 


A dark tongue accompanies disease of a low 
type in which the great mass of the blood is 
profoundly altered in constitution, as in typhoid 
fever, the anginose and malignant varieties of 
scarlatina, &c. In such, the epithelia ad- 
here in flakes, and are mixed with altered 
blood corpuscles, imparting the dark appear- 
ance. Should the surface of the organ unload it- 
self of thissuperim posed mass, it not unfrequent- 
ly exhibits a red, smooth, glazed appearance. 
The papillz have lost their epithelial covering, 
and no exudation for their reproduction taking 
place for the time, the surface dries from eva- 
poration and want of mucous secretion. Such 
a state attends a low vitiality of the intestinal 
mucous membrane. 

There is a white coat which is somewhat 


peculiar in appearance, and termed the villous 
tongue. - surface is closely beset with deli- 
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cate, light-colored processes, turned toward 
the pharynx. The explanation consists in 
elongation of the filliform papille and their 
brush-like epithelial appendages, which attain, 
under certain conditions, a more than usual 
length. The villous tongue is found associated 
with disordered stomach. Should this growth 
continue to a still greater degree, the surface 
seems to be covered with minute hairs, hence 
we have the hirsute tongue. 

In aphthous conditions of the mouth and, in- 
deed, in any low fever, vegetable growths may 
be detected sprouting abundantly from the ap- 
pendages of the filliform papille, such as are 
figured in the cut (No. 31) copied from Kélliker. 
In the centre (a) the epithelial cells of the 
papille are seen, encrusting which (4) are col- 
lected vast numbers of granules, constituting a 
soil, from which spring the filaments, which 
stand like bristles over the surface. 


, 


i 
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In reference to the color some caution is to 
be exercised that we may not be misled. Thus 
the tongue may be dark colored from some- 
thing the patient may have eaten, commu- 
nicating a stain to the coating, as certain 
berries, extract of glycyrrhiza, nitrate of silver, 
&c.; or it may be dark from an abundant de- 
velopment of pigment granules; or yellow 
from the use of tobacco, or mineral acids, etc., 
etc. A peculiar tongue is seen in gouty sub- 
jects, or such as have injured the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach by over-feeding and 
drinking, as dyspeptics. The surface is tra- 
versed by furrows or fissures, as though the 
organ was cracked. This is due to the extra- 
ordinary development of the filliform papille, 
and their cell processes in certain places, while 
in others they remain unchanged—the latter 
constituting the floor of the trenches; the former 
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their sides. If such papille be carefully dis. 
sected, they will be found to contain an jp. 
creased amount of the submucous connective 
element, and are, therefore, in a condition of 
positive hypertrophy. 

There is also a fissured tongue, which occun 
in the progress of low fevers, but which de 
pends upon a different condition of the papille 
Here the papilla, covered by epithelial layer 
and glued to each other by vitiated secretions 
become dry and split open, leaving cracks, 
which are made and deepened by the motion 
of the organ. 

Another characteristic tongue is seen in cer. 
tain of the exanthemata, as scarlet fever. 4 
thin stratum of white coating is uniformly dis 
tributed over the surface, whilst rising up 
through it, like a vegetation sprouting from the 
soil, are numerous red points ; these are injected 
papille,—mediz, or fungiform. 


Mode of Cleaning —The manner in which the 
tongue becomes relieved of these various unns- 
tural secretions is not without interest. When 
it begins to clean at the sides and tip, gradual 
ly extending towards the middle and root, it is 
a favorable and desirable mode. If it takes 
place at irregular spots over the surface, it does 
not so clearly indicate a cessation of diseased 
action. Should the surface be left after the 
disappearance of fur preternaturally red, there 
is still some unsubdued irritation lurking in the 
mucous membrane of some part of the alimer- 
tary canal. The last part of the organ which be 
comes clean is the posterior, which retains itt 
coat after a long time. This does not, lam 
disposed to think, imply that there still re 
mains some constitutional state not entirely re 
lieved, but is rather to be ascribed to the muck 
perous glands, clusters of which exist near the 
root, and which, in a great many instances, be 
come so implicated as to pour out a perverted 
secretion, which stains the cells of the adjoit 
ing papille. We are constantly witnessing 4 
heavily-loaded tongue, especially over its po 
terior part in cases of tonsillitis, and indeed # 
almost all varieties of sore throat. In 
cases it does not follow that the tongue is # 
fault, or that the phenomenon betokens 4 g#* 
tric or hepatic derangement, but simply that 
the follicular secretions adhere to and stra 
the papills with which they come in contac. 

The muciperous glands are very prone 0” 
flammatory attacks. Should the slightest 
tarrhal symptoms be present, they will! 
escape, though we may not be conscious # 
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their participation in the attack. The so termed 

mucous corpuscles are, in all probability, pa- 

thological products, or exudation cells on their 
way to pus. 

Physiologically considered, some of the pa- 
pille are organs of gustation, and common sen- 
sation, as the medise and maxime, and others, 
gs the minimz, from their density and firm 
smeture, prehensile, as the lingual spines of 
certain animals. The sense of taste is most 
acute near the tip. 

The organ is very intimately associated with 
the stomach through the communications of 
the fifth and eighth pair of nerves. In this way 
the stomach may affect the tongue, or in its 
tun impressions made upon the latter may 
affect the stomach. In this way also we ac- 
count for the nausea and vomiting, which fol- 
low the introduction of some unpleasant sub- 
stance into the mouth. To avoid this, such 
substances should not be allowed to touch the 
anterior part of the tongue when the taste is 
most acute. 

The tongue may become the seat of ulcera- 
tion as in the aphthz of children, or of a specific 
character, as in syphilis or cancer. In syphilis, 
the ulcer spreads upon the surface rather than 
indepth. The cancerous ulceration manifests 
apredilection for the anterior part and near to 
theside. It is also preceded by marked indu- 
tation. 

The tongue having but little fibrous tissue in 
its structure swells very rapidly in certain in- 
flammatory exudations, as sometimes occurs 
from the sting of a bee, threatening suffoca- 
tions. Such cases suggest free incisions into 
its substance, 

Hypertrophy. —This condition is found occa- 

tionally associated with scrofula. There is in 

such cases plastic exudation and an increase in 
the fibrous constituent of the organ. 

On Diseases as Manifested Epidemically and 
Epizootically in the United States during 
the Summer and Autumn of 1860. 

By M. L. Knapp, M. D., ere. 
Of Baton Rouge, La. 

Business connected with the dissemination of 
my work on the “Origin and Laws of Epidem- 
ks,” has given me an opportunity the present 
season of taking notice of some of the prevail- 
™g manifestations of epidemic and epizodtic 
tiseases in the United States, and of acquiring 
‘ome facts that may interest the medical public. 
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I speak of epizodtic disease in connection with 
epidemics, for the reason that much agitation 
of the public mind existed on this subject in the 
spring and summer, and because of the intimate 
association of cattle plagues with epidemics, 
pointing to a unity of causation, or, perhaps, 
better to say, a unity of origin—a unity in 
the essential nature of all diseases, whether in 
man or animals. 

To be sure, the tendency and direction of 
thought fora long time has been the other way. 
It has been the fashion, ever since the great 
Swedish naturalist led off in the classification of 
plants, for pathologists to classify the manifes- 
tations of disease by symptoms, which, however, 
are never constant, but ever varying, and there- 
fore wholly inadequate to serve the ends of 
science, which require exactness. But more on 
this anon, if perchance it comes up. Suffice it 
to say here, that symptoms are not disease, and 
no classification of symptoms can make up a 
series of diseases. 

I devoted some attention tothe investigationof ~ 
the cattle distemper, called pleuro-pneumonia, 
that prevailed during the spring and summer in 
and around Philadelphia, and which caused so 
much alarm in Massachusetts, supposed to have 
been imported from Holland by Mr. Chennery, 
in some choice breeds of cattle brought over 
last year. I found it had been prevailing for 
two years or more, and had been epidemical 
among horses as well as horned cattle. I found 
a number of instances where it had broken out 
in herds in which no accession of new purchases 
had been made or strange cattle added to the 
herds, where, in fact, the disease had originated 
in cattle that had been raised on the farms, and 
had never been off or abroad, nor had ever 
mixed with any outsiders or strange cattle what- 
ever. This satisfied me that there was a gene- 
ral cause operating far and wide, throughout 
not only the United States, but Europe also, the 
source of the mischief in Mr. Chennery’s im- 
ported cattle, as well as the herds of neat cattle, 
hogs, deer, etc., in the different States of the 
Union. 

This view is repugnant to the nosological 
dogmatism of the day, to be sure, but neverthe- 
less I believe it to be the only philosophic, ra- 
tional, scientific, or tenable ground. The dog- 
matism that holds that disease, as manifested 
in Mr. Chennery’s imported cattle, was a specific 
thing, differing essentially from the lung-die- 
temper prevailing in other parts of the United 
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States, is an assumption without a shadow of 
proof—an hypothesis that calls for several hun- 
dred different essential natures in disease. In 
fact there is no limit. This dogma runs its 
supporter into the manifest absurdity and fal- 
lacy of admitting a symptom to be a disease. 
When, therefore, the Philadelphia commis- 
sioners, sent to Massachusetts to throw some 
light on the cattle distemper, offered their meagre 
reports, and assumed or assented to the posi- 
tion that the pleuro-pneumonia prevailing in 
Massachusetts was not the same disease as the 
pleuro-pneumonia prevailing in and around 
Philadelphia, where more deaths had occurred 
by it than in all reported in the whole State of 
Massachusetts, save those killed by commis- 
sion, they made a regular blunder, doubtless, 
though sustained by the general sense of the 
profession perhaps. If we admit this dogma of 
a specific difference in disease, we ought to be 
consistent, and go with the current of homeo- 
pathy into the further fallacy of specific reme- 
dies, or a remedy for every symptom. It isthe 
foundation of quackery. 

But, say the sticklers for this dogma, the 
Chennery cattle disease is very contagious, and 
spreads only by contagion. It is contagious, 
doubtless, and like the pleuro-pneumonia that 
has prevailed for two seasons in and around 
Philadelphia, is epizoétical also. Epizodtical 
disease has been prevalent, I find, in most of 
the Western and Southern States for two years 
past. Last year there was an epizoétic among 
horses in Louisiana, in the ‘orm of pneumonia. 
Numerous cases occurred in and around Baton 
Rouge, (authority, Dr. Enders.) There has been 
an extensive epizodtic this season in Mississippi 
and Louisiana among cattle in the form of 
ophthalmia, (authority, Dr. Gillespie, of Gre- 
nada, Miss., Drs. Garrett and Harvey, Canton, 
Miss., and Drs. Dearing and Enders, Baton 
Rouge, La.) But beyond this, there has beena 
prevailing predispositon to disease manifested 
among cattle in some parts that savors of ro- 
mance. A fact I learned inthe stage while travel- 
ing in Illinois, from two Missouri drovers, stag- 
gers belief. If one of them had not been a phy- 
sician, and cognizant of the fact, I should have 
almost deemed them trying to impose on my 
credulity. It is a precious nut for the sticklers 
for the specific nature of diseases to crack. It is 
this : 

Droves of healthy cattle in passing from Texas 
through Missouri this season have infected nu- 
merous herds in the latter state before perfectly 
well, apparently! 
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I found this fact corroborated in St. Louis 
and that some counties in Missouri had sufferej 
losses from the death of stock in this way, tg 
the amount of thirty or forty thousand dolla, 
Green county one of them. This county is neg 
the south-west corner of the State. Sundry peti 
tions were addressed by the suffering citizens of 
said counties to the Legislature of the State, to 
have the nuisance abated—the drovers from 
Texas prohibited from passing through the 
State. 

The disease set up in the herds of Missouri 
was a mortal fever! a very fatal typhoid fever! 

What was the specific contagion, let me ask, 
that passed from the healthy Texan herds to 
infect the Missouri cattle? 

Will the dogmatists who hold to the specife 
nature of the Chennery cattle disease please 
answer? I am investigating the Origin and 
Laws of Epizoétics, going somewhat elabo 
rately into the subject, as an Addenda to the 
third edition of my work on the Origin and 
Laws of Epidemics, and will be very much 
obliged to any pathologist who will explain this 
matter on the principle of a specific poison. I 
will be very much obliged to any medical con 
frere who will explain this law, and give a satie 
factory solution of this fact. I hope todo soin 
the forthcoming edition of my work alluded to. 

If any body doubts the fact, I may be permit 
ted to refer to the early records of the Philadel 
phia Agricultural Society, for a parallel fact. 
Dr. Mease, in an elaborate lecture before the 
Society, in 1814, asserts that ‘cattle from South 
Carolina, driven north, infect the northern 
herds, though not sick themselves. This I can 
assert from my own personal observation.” 
(See Memoirs of Phil. Ag. Soc. 1814.) 

The drovers, who were my informants of this 
singular fact in Missouri, stated expressly that 
the droves of cattle from Texas were healthy, 
and remained so, none of them fell sick. 

I arrived in Memphis about the first of Octe 
ber, and found the dogs were runhing mad. It 
would, perhaps, be too strong an expression 
to say that rabies was epizodtical, but the 
weather was very hot and dry, and much coe 
sternation prevailed on account of mad dogs. 

But there was an epidemic prevailing to a very 
great extent, viz: the dengue, or break-bone fever. 
Here was the point I first encountered it. 
over the South, south of Memphis, it has pre 
vailed this autumn, in city and country, 
Dr. Enders, of Baton Rouge, from which beat 
tiful city I write this, informs me that he ha 
recently received a letter from a doctor ™ 
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Western Virginia, describing it accurately, 
and eaying that it is prevailing there exten- 
sively. 

It made its invasion in Memphis in the latter 
part of August, under a high temperature, and 
the first eases were but a shade milder than 
the true yellow fever, which it may be said to 
be, in fact, or is declared to be by those who 
dill hold to the old dogma of a plurality of 
diseases, only it is so mild that it rarely proves 
fatal. 

It is described as a fever of one paroxysm of 
two or three days duration, accompanied by 
the most intolerable and universal aching pains, 
and when the fever goes off there is left an ex- 
cesive prostration, from which the patient 
dowly recovers in from ten to fifteen days. 

In Memphis, under a sudden change of tem- 
perature or sinking of the thermometer after 
rain, it took the form of a catarrhal fever or 
influenza, with congestion of the lungs, cough, 
bloated countenance, etc. I saw several cases 
of this description. 

In Baton Rouge, I have conversed with two 
doctors, an M. D. and a D. D.S., who have 
just convalesced from an attack of it. The 
physician, Dr. Patrick, went on to tell me, un- 
questioned, that his nose had kept bleeding 
more or less throughout the attack, and that 
his gums were so soft and spongy that he could 
suck blood from them at any moment, quite 
tignificant of its scorbutic pathology. In the 
dentist, the red line on the gums is very charac- 
teristic of the scorbutic diathesis. 

The way to treat it successfully is to bathe 
the feet in warm water, give warm lemonade, 
enjoin rest, and let the patient recover. Heroic 
drugging is getting out of vogue in the South. 

At New Orleans, this form of epidemic dis- 
tase has been excessively prevalent, and is still 
Prevailing, but in all these southern regions it 
is now, (24th of October,) very much on the 

ecline, 

The causes of this general manifestation of 

in men and animals are not obscure, it 
does appear to me. 

This has been an extraordinary season. The 
cosmical phenomena have been remarkable. 
The storms and tornados have been frequent 
and furious, the heat excessive, and the drought 
hag eut short the crops and fruits in some loca- 
lites to the extent of a partial famine. In an 
‘special manner have the cattle suffered from 

¢ burnt up state of the grasses, or, as has 

expressed to me in localities where oph- 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





187 


thalmia has prevailed epizodtically, “the cattle 
have been literally starved out.” The exility 
of good succulent grasses and herbage, as food 
for cattle, the excessive cold of last winter, a 
retarded spring, and a poor state of the crops 
and fruits, the food of man—in a word, the 
general causes that impair the nutrition of all 
animal life, lie at the bottom of the evil. The 
condition or essential nature of the evil is im- 
poverishment of the blood, or impaired nutri- 
tion. This dyscrasy is synonymous with the 
scorbutic diathesis; it is identically the same. 
There is but one pathology, in reality, viz: 
impaired nutrition, a want, an unnourished 
condition. And but one physiological condi- 
tion, viz: a good and reasonably perfect state 
of nutrition. 

The cause of the remarkable constitution of 
the seasons by which the crops and fruits are 
abridged and deteriorated is probably attribu- 
table to the action of the sun or to solar heat. 
Meteorology has not yet arrived at so progressed 
a position that it can explain why the sun’s 
action on the earth and atmosphere this year 
should produce the fitful and remarkable spasms 
and convulsions, and heats and droughts that 
have occurred, and leave us exempt from any 
such extremes another year; but it is to be 
hoped that observations will yet perfect the 
science to such a degree, that we may be en- 
abled to see further back into the realm of 
causes than we now do. 


Belladonna—In Inflamed Mamma, Fauces, 
Ete. 
By J. W. Tuompson, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 

This article has been much lauded, and I 
think deservedly, by some members of the pro- 
fession, while others consider it of but little value, 
except for its narcotic properties, which, of 
course, must succumb to opium, except in pecu- 
liar cases. Now, as a multiplication of expe- 
rience is the only true test insuch cases, I have 
concluded to record some things that I have 
noticed in the use of it. 

On the 9th of August last, I was called toa 
woman who had allowed an inflammation of 
the right mamma to proceed to suppuration. 
The orifice formed was about an inch and a 
half above the nipple, and was, and had been, 
for several days, discharging pus freely. She 
was quite feverish; bowels constipated; and 
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suffering much pain, both in the breast and 
head. 

I ordered her a dose of the comp. cath. pill ; 
farinaceous diet; and a solution of ext. bell. Dij 
to f3j of water, to be applied freely three 
times a day to the inflamed breast, which was 
then to be covered with a light, bread and milk 
poultice, having a quantity of the chamomile 
petals added, ala Meigs. A suspensory bandage 
was, of course, directed, as the patient was up 
the greater part of the day. The next day she 
was better in every respect, but feeling weak 
and some nausea, (the result of the purgation, 
most likely,) she kept her bed. The third day, 
her breast was very much better. The fourth, 
it ceased discharging pus, and soon afterwards 
the orifice was closed, kindly, by granulation. 
As she recovered, nutritious diet and iron were 
allowed her, she having been in rather an ane- 
mic state for some time prior to her attack. 

How much of this result should be attributed 
to the belladonna may be a question with some, 
but, at all events, I considered it a very satisfac- 
tory termination. On the 24th of October last, 
I was summoned, in haste, to the bedside of a 
patient who had given birth to a fine female 
child, under my charge, upon the 7th of the 
same month, and since that time she had been 
doing remarkably well. 

I found her with a high fever, slightly deli- 
rious, constipated bowels, headache, and, in- 
deed, complaining of pain nearly all over. Next 
to her head she complained of her abdomen, 
but, upon examination, I found it not at all ten- 
der to the touch. I then turned my attention 
to the mamme, but she said there was very 
little pain there then, although there had been 
some hours before. Upon my touching the 
upper part of the right one, however, she almost 
screamed from pain. There was a hardened 
mass here of nearly half the size of the palm of 
my hand, and over which the skin was already 
discolored, presenting anything but a desirable 
appearance. I ordered her a purgative dose of 
mag. sulph., and Norwood’s tinct. verat. virid. 
in gtt. v. doses every hour, and the same local 
treatment asin the other case. In thirty-six 
hours she was relieved of nearly all untoward 
symptoms, and from that time rapidly re 
covered. 

In both these cases the child was allowed to 
draw the breast frequently enough to keep it in 
a flaccid state, taking the precaution always to 
cleanse the nipple well first. 

I have not found the belladonna, used in this 
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manner, to affect at all the secretion of milk, 
some have observed; though whether it wy 
because of use for a less time, or in weaker», 
lution, or because it does not doso, such 4 vin. 
cidence only having accidentally occurred with 
some, I cannot, as yet, pretend to say, 

My experience with it in incipient sore throy 
would lead me to rank it almost as a specify 
if used sufficiently early. My plan is to gin 
the sixtieth of a gr. of atropia, and I rely upon 
it confidently if given within six hours of th 
first appearance of inflammatory symptoms, | 
have tried it repeatedly upon myself, as well » 
others, and yet have to note the first failure 

After six hours, though, I have found it o 
much less advantage, and beyond twelve hare 
even thought it productive of aggravation 
This, of course, precludes its use to any grest 
extent in practice for this purpose, because 
such cases rarely come under treatment befor 
the second or third day, and it is too powerfl 
a remedy to be thrown promiscuously into the 
hands of the public for domestic use. 

In resolving glandular tumefaction, especially 
of the neck, I have found, at times, both the 
atropia and the ordinary extract to act ver 
promptly, the former, in a few cases, almost 
like magic; nevertheless, it has not proven 
so universally successful with me as to war 
rant, at all, the conclusion of its being spe 
cific. For such instances I have used the ert 
in solution as above, or the atropia in propor 
tion of gr. j. to £3j, adding a small quantity, ss 
a f3.of alcohol, to favor the solution. 

The Homeopathist gives belladonna in cer 
tain affections in the healthy subject, and, conse 
quently, will cure them when otherwise brought 
about; but it has always been a query with me 
if the operation were not just the opposite of 
this, it being, in fact, a most intensely “ Allopt 
thic” treatment. It is well known that it hass 
peculiar tendency to the throat—as much 80 # 
ergot has to the uterus—producing @ drynes 
and constriction of the fauces, a change of voice, 
etc., but very different from any ordinary affe- 
tion for the relief of which it acts 80 
cially. 

Is it not rather that its peculiar and anodyne 
properties act as repellants against the determ 
nation of fluids toward the inflaming tissue 
necessary part of inflammation—and by allay 
ing the nervous excitement allowing the healthy 
action to be resumed, which in the ineipiest 
stage may readily be done, there having bees 
as yet, no effusion or change of structure; 
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sta later date, change having taken place, and 
the fires of inflammation glowing virulently, it 
geases to be applicable; perhaps from the dry 
gurface produced allowing the atmospheric 
to come into ready contact with the su- 
t blood and other fluids now pres- 

ent, and thus adding fuel to the flame. 

A blast of wind will readily extinguish the 
new-born blaze, but allow it a few moments 
existence, under favorable circumstances, and 
then all the winds of heaven will but add fierce- 
ness and fury to its life: and just as the fireman 
would now throw on torrents of water, instead 
of trying to blow out the fire, so the physician 
must change his tactics as inflammation ad- 
vances or takes on new forme. 


_ 


Mlasteations of Hospital Practice. 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
Service of Dr. Gerhard. 


In opening his course of clinical instruction 
during his present service, Dr. Gerhard made 
some introductory remarks on the importance 
of paying attention to the physiognomy of dis- 
ease. 

By studying the countenance and general ap- 
pearance we can often at once detect morbid 
changes, or conclude as to the seat of the dis- 
ease; of course, however, this should never 
ude from carefully examining into the con- 

of the patient by other means. 

First in regard to the complexion of the patient ; 
this, when sallow, indicates that the patient 
has been — to malarious influence, and 
has either or is going to have intermittent 
fever or some other form of malarious disease. 

pale, it indicates anemia, deficiency of 
the coloring matter in the blood. 

By marking the mode in which the patient 

#, we are often enabled to conclude with 
sconsiderable amount of precision as to the 
seat of disease. When he breathes with diffi- 
calty, when the nostrils are more or less dilated, 
We premise some affection of the lungs or tho- 
racic Whether this is primary, owing 





organs. 
. morbid changes in the lungs themselves, or 


, due to other causes, such as pressure 
upon the diaph , etc., must, of course, be 
Gtommined by other modes of investigation. 
8 @ general rule it may be stated that the phy- 
Sognomy of the mouth and nostrils marks to a 
tertain extent the condition of the lungs. 
Disease of the brain is looked for in the eyes, 
7 h in various fotms of cerebral disease offer 
. rand characteristicexpression. There 
# peculiar aspect of the eye in delirium tre- 
mens, which none who has seen the disease will 
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mistake ; in acute inflammation of the brain the 
eye is injected; in other forms of cerebral dis- 
ease there is strabismus; there is again in 
functional diseases, such as hysteria or mastur- 
bation, in which the brain is secondarily af- 
fected a peculiar restlessness of the eye, which 
is quite characteristic. 

n regard to the pulse, not so much import- 
ance is at present attached to it as formerly, 
when various kinds of pulse were minutely and 
systematically described. We have learned to 
examine the heart, and derive our knowledge 
of the condition of the circulatory system from 
its very source. 

In examining the iimbs, it is important to 
notice whether there is cedema or not; if it 
exists, it indicates dropsy. But dropsy, it must 
be remembered, is not a disease, but, merely a 
symptom of disease, either of the heart, liver, 
or kidneys, or a combination of these. 

e deve of the patient should be ex- 
amined; whether there is emaciation or em- 
bonpoint. If the former is considerable, we 
suspect some slow chronic ailment ; if the latter, 
it often increases the violence of disease by 
which the patient may be attacked. 

To make the student acquainted with the 
physiognomy of disease is one of the chief ad- 
vantages of clinical instruction, upon which we 
now enter. 


EMPHYSEMA OF THE LUNGS. 

This patient, about 35 years of age, is affected 
with difficulty of respiration. His complexion 
is somewhat pale, but not markedly so; his 
nostrils are somewhat dilated, but do not act 
spasmodically. 

The patient was first taken with this diffi- 
culty of respiration in the summer, some seven 
or eight years ago. His case is one of so-called 
annual asthma, or annual catarrh; properly 
speaking, however, it is emphysema of the lungs. 
It has also been called ‘‘ hay asthma,” on the 
Continent, especially in England, because it was 
thought by some to be somehow connected with 
the mowing of hay. This, however, is not the 
case; the fact being simply that the disease is 
more liable to occur in July or August than in 
other months, and it is merely a coincidence 
that this is the time of the hay harvest in Eng- 
land. In this country the disease occurs wi 
probably equal frequency and during the same 
months; yet the hay harvest here is generally 
much earlier. 

The disease then occurs particularly at those 
seasons when the weather becomes cool, and 
the contrast between the temperature of the day 
and night becomes marked. 

In the patient before us, the disease is not as 
well marked as we occasionally find it. For 
the last seven or eight years he has had an 
attack, once at least every your: with the excep- 
tion of last year, when he none. His pre- 
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sent attack came on about the middle of Au- 
st, with much difficulty of respiration, cough- 

ing and expectorating a great deal. He entered 

the hospital on the 19th of last month. : 

Physical Examination.—His chest is very little 
dilated. This is a point of some importance in 
emphysema. Where young personsare attacked, 
the thorax, yielding more readily to the expan- 
sive pressure from within, undergoes marked 
dilatation, while in patients who have passed 
the age of thirty-five or forty, two causes ope- 
rate more or less strongly to render this liability 
to expansion of the chest less. In the first 
place the ossification of the costal cartilages 
and the firmer position of the ribs after thirty 
or thirty-five, and, secondly, adhesions of the 

leura to the lungs, which prevent the latter 
sen expanding freely. For, there are scarcely 
five men out of a hundred, having reached the 
age of thirty-five or forty, who have not adhe- 
sions, more or less, of the pleura to the lungs. 
In this patient you see at once, on mere inspec- 
tion, that the right side is somewhat con- 
tracted. 

Percussion.—The percussion-sound on both 
sides is preternaturally clear. It is somewhat 
less so, however, on the right side, which is 
accounted for by the pleurisy which the patient 
evidently has had one time or other, and which 
is further indicated by the contraction of this 
side, already mentioned. The patient does not 
remember of ever having had pleurisy, or even 
pain, in the side. But this is no criterion what- 
ever. If you take twenty persons, having pleu- 
risy, you may find twelve to suffer no pain 
whatever and who are mae 4 aware that any- 
thing serious is the matter with them ; while in 
two the pain is probably slight, and in the other 
six of a most severe, acute, and agonizing cha- 
racter. The fact, then, that this patient is igno- 
rant of having had pleurisy does not exclude 
its existence. 

On auscultation there is a feeble respiratory 
sound. There is not the natural vesicular ex- 
pansion ; the expiration is also slight. 

You must take care not to confound the ex- 
piration of emphysema with that of phthisis. 

When this patient came into the house first, 
he had a slight sonorous, but no mucous ron- 
chus. But this has been diminishing, until at pre- 
sent there is none at all, showing that the par- 
oxysm is gradually passing off. 

he treatment of this case has been simply 
tonic; quinine and iron are the remedies that 
have been relied upon. 


HAMATEMESIS—CHRONIC DYSPEPSIA. 

This patient is a woman about thirty years 
of age, who tells us that from her infancy her 
stomach has been in a bad condition ; having 
always been troubled, more or less, with dys- 
pepsia. Notwithstanding this, she digested and 
assimilated her food sufficiently to reach a tol- 
erably good state of health. 
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Five weeks ago she had an attack of hems. 
temesis, which lasted for three days. The pte 
cise quantity of blood vomited cannot be acm, 
rately determined. Patients are exceedj 
liable to overrate the quantity of discharges of 
this kind. Yet in her case it is fair, perhape, 
to presume, from her statements and the exgay. 
guinated, anemic, pale countenance, and pro 
trated condition which she presents, that the 
amount of blood lost, was not inconsiderable, 
—from a pint to a quart. 

There was no severe pain accompanyin 
hezematemesis ; she a had slight headece 
felt weak, and after the first paroxysm hads 
great desire for cold drinks. She vomited mor 
or less blood during the three days after the 
first attack, but there was no persistent nauses 
accompanying the vomiting. Occasional at 
tacks recurred until three weeks ago, since 
which time they have entirely ceased. 

To determine the cause of this hematemesis, 
we first examine the stomach. Here we find 
very little alteration. On percussion over the 
stomach, there is the natural clearness, which 
increases as we ascend to the cardiac orifice, 
because here there is nothing but air, on ac 
count of the position of the patient. Whileno 
tumor or hardness whatever can be found in 
the stomach, its cardiac orifice, or the pylorus, 
the liver also, is in a normal state, it being nei- 
ther enlarged nor diminished in size; nor is 
there any enlargement of the spleen. These 
signs, then, are all negative. 

he patient has had no suppression of her 
menses, which might have caused the discharge 
of blood from another part, as sometimes hap 
pens, constituting what is called vicarious men 
struation. 

Another evidence of the non-existence of can- 
cerous disease, beside the absence of any tu 
mor, is her general aspect, which is not that s0 
peculiar to cancerous disease ; there is no ema 
ciation. é 

Being obliged, then, to exclude suppression of 
the menses, cancer of the stomach or pylorus, 
disease of the liver or spleen, obstructing the 
portal circulation, and causing mechanical ex- 
travasation of blood, as the cause of hemate- 
mesis in this instance, there remains no alter 
native but to look upon it as simply hemor 
rhage from the stomach, in consequence of 
chronic dyspepsia, from which the patient has 
suffered; a simple hemorrhage, such as takes 
place from the nose in epistaxis. 

In examining the heart, we find the usual 
ventricular bellows sound, such as is pec 
after considerable hemorrhage, or ang- 
mia. 

The treatment in this 
to regulate her diet. 


tient should be first 
She should eat 
things as are easily oer. but do not form 


a large mass, and in a liquid form, if possible. 
Milk and arrow-root, beef-essence, 
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broken up in water or beef-essence, are suita- 
ble articles. 

Internally she has been taking one-quarter of 
a grain of opium, with two grains of tannin 
every three or four hours, which will be con- 
tinued for the present; and, as her bowels have 
been rather costive, emulcent injections should 
be resorted to. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Service of Prof. Pepper. 
PHTHISIS—-RHEUMATISM OF THE SHOULDERS. 


Awoman, 30 years of age, married, mother of 
threechildren, came to the clinic for treatment. 
Her children, the youngest of whom is three 
years old, are all healthy. Her mother died of 
consumption when 22 years of age. 


The patient dates her present illness eight 
months back, when she was attacked with 
cough, expectorating about a teaspoonful of 

ent matter. She had at that time a pain 
mn the left side, low down. When lying down, 
the perceives a crackling noise in her larynx. 

e patient coughs much after getting up in 
the morning ; she has lost flesh and strength ; 
at the commencement of her sickness she had 
chills almost daily ; her catamenia have ceased. 

On percussion, slight dullness is found under 
the left clavicle, with some blowing respiration ; 
there is some crackling when she coughs; ex- 
piration is prolonged on the same side. 

From the rational and physical signs in her 
case, there can be no dsabt that the nature of 
her difficulty is tubercular deposit commencing 
to soften. The disease was ushered in, proba- 
bly, eight months ago by pleurisy, as is often 
ne case; for the auscultatory and percussion 
signs indicate that the lower part of the left 
lng is bound down by adhesions. 

ere is a point of considerable practical im- 
portance in tuberculosis, connected with the 
comfort and sleep of the patient. When you 
have 4 cavity formed, or about forming, the pa- 
tient can sleep very well lying on the side on 
which the cavity is located; but as soon as he 
pe: over on the other side severe cough and 
ees at once occur. Why is this? During 
lee thereis an accumulation of the muco-puru- 
snmneretions in the cavity. So long as the pa- 
— lies upon the sick side, the fluid gravitates 
sea, 3. but when he turns over, or lies on 
> ¢ sound side, it passes through the fistulous 
hi ings, which generally exist, into the bron- 
chi, and thence into the trachea, there obstruct- 
ae the respiration more or less, and thus bring- 

on dyspnea and cough. The same is true 

papel when there is effusion on one side. 
ha especially in infants that this fact should 
a be borne in mind. They have no power 
nge their position, and cannot expecto- 
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rate. Hence when attacked with pulmonary dis- 
ease, and they are laid upon the healthy side, the 
most distressing symptoms of dyspnea, and even 
asphyxia may occur, which, however, soon pass 
off when the position is changed. 

Another point. The nostrils are the proper 
external organs of respiration, the mouth being 
supplementary. In children, who are suffering 
from catarrh of the nose, or any disease ob- 
structing the nostrils by secretions, which often 
become baked up into hard masses, as sordes 
in typhoid fever, scarlatina, etc., frequently you 
will be summoned in great haste, because, 
during sleep the child becomes blue in the face, 
with all symptoms of approaching asphyxia ; 
but as soon as the child is awakened and taken 
out of bed, this condition is relieved and passes 
off. This is, of course, readily explained. The 
nostrils being blocked up, ond the mouth being 
shut during sleep, the effect is the same as if 
the child were immersed in water. When the 
patient, however, is aroused, the mouth is 
opened and at once acts supplementary to the 
nostrils. 

It is a matter of great importance that you 
should put parents and nurses on their guard 
as to the position of their little patients, and 
the influence of sleep upon respiration. 

The patient before us presents, beside the 
tuberculosis. another interesting difficulty. You 
a that she has scarcely any power in her 
eft arm; she is unable to lift it to any height, 
and can do very little work with it. Inspecting 


the shoulder, you see at once that the muscles 
of the shoulder are much atrophied, especially 
the deltoid ; indeed, there is muscular — 

as 


of the entire arm. The whole difficulty 
been caused by subacute rheumatism. On 
moving the head of the humerus fibrinous cre- 
pitus is felt, showing that there has been de- 
posit into the articular cavity, and that there is 
a certain degree of false anchylosis. From the 
muscular atrophy which destroys the symme- 
try of the shoulder, and the change of position 
of the head of the humerus from deposit in 
the joint, cases of subacute rheumatism of this 
kind have been mistaken for dislocation, and 
vice versa, and surgeons have been prosecuted 
for malpractice. It is of the utmost importance 
both for the patient and the reputation of the 
physician, that he should not confound disloca- 
tion with chronic rheumatism and its results, 
as you see them exemplified in this case. 

‘o return now to the more serious constitu- 
tional disease, from which the patient suffers, 
the treatment should be “building up.” Cod 
liver oil should be given; it has been recom- 
mended that in cases where the digestion is 
weak, the oil should be given in an emulsion 
with an alkali, so as to render it more readily 
absorbed, and as the digestion of this patient 
appears somewhat anes we shall combine 
each tablespoonful of oil which she takes with 
15 grains of the phosphate of lime. She is also 
to take iron, bark, ale, and nutritious food. 
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To render her expectoration more easy and 
to diminish the dyspneea, we shall give her 
R. Morphie acet. 
Syrup. tolu. f rif 
Aque f Zij. 
To be taken in teaspoonful doses occasionally. 
In prescribing cough mixtures in tubercular 
cases, never add any nauseating remedy, such 
as ipecacuanha, squills, etc.; they only dis- 
turb the digestion, which it ought to be your 
great effort in this disease to preserve. 


je 
M. 


JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Service of Prof. Gross. 
Reported by N. G. Blalock, of N. 0. 
ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


R. J. A. Seaman, 34 years of age, a French- 
man by birth, has been healthy during his 
youth. He has been a sailor for twenty years, 
and the only diseases from which he had suf- 
fered were rheumatism and gonorrhea. 


About a year ago, while unde ing great 
exertion at a ee on board the ship, he was 
seized suddenly with pain in the breast and pal- 
itation of the heart. For this he entered the 
ospital at Java, East Indies, where he re- 
mained three months. 

Six months ago he noticed a pulsation and a 
tumor on his left side, midway between the nip- 
ple and the sternal portion of the clavicle, 
which has been increasing slowly till the pre- 
sent. It is more painful now than formerly, re- 
quiring the free use of anodynes to secure rest. 

On applying the ear over the tumor, the pe- 

culiar sawing or blowing suund is heard, syn- 
chronous with the contraction of the ventricles, 
and the aneurismal thrill is marked. 
‘ There can be no doubt about the diagnosis. 
The aneurism occupies a position at the arch 
and the upper portion of the descending aorta. 
It is the result of laceration of the inner coats 
of the aorta by the over-exertion; but un- 
doubtedly, at the time when this happened, the 
coats ofthe vessel were already in an unhealthy 
condition. 

As far as treatment is concerned, it is unfor- 
tunately inaccessible by any means in our 
power, either by a surgical operation or b 
a we must rely upon@eneral and pal- 

iative remedies. Bleeding is out of the ques- 
tion ; but the heart’s action may be diminished 
by the use of veratria, aconite, etc. Acetate of 
lead and opium may also be given, with a 
view to induce or promote, if possible, coagula- 
tion and obliteration of the aneurismal sac. 


—_—)—— 

Dr. Raruxe, Professor of Zoology at the 
University of Kénigsberg, died of apoplexy on 
the evening previous to the day on which he 
was to preside at the Congress of Naturalists. 


PERISCOPE. 
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EPITHELIAL CANCER OF THE LIP. 


Mr. Jonataan Hurcuinson has given usin 
recent numbers of the London Medical Times an 
Gazette interesting statistical clinical records of 
epithelial cancer of the lip. His statistic 
analysis extends over 127 cases. 

Women are the subjects of this disease in the 
proportion only of 5 to every 100 males; ani 
when it does occur in women, it is usually in 
those who have been accustomed to smoke. The 
lower lip is affected in 90 per cent. of the cases, 
the angle of the mouth in 6 per cent., and 
the upper lip in 4 per cent. The average age 
of patients suffering from cancer of the lip is 
58 years, the extremes in the series being 3 
and 82, 

Operations were performed in all the 127 
cases. Although many of them required exter 
sive incisions, and, in three, glands were re 
moved from under the jaw at the same time, 
only three ended fatally. One, a man aged (2, 
died on the ninth day of erysipelas of the fauces; 
one, a managed 54, died after an extensive ope 
ration, “ of erysipelas, attended by an eruption 
like that of scarlet fever ;” and the third, a ma 
59 years of age, died from erysipelas on the 
seventh day. This rate of mortality Dr. Hutch- 
inson justly considers asscarcely worth noticing 
when we call to mind the fearful nature of the 
disease, when not interfered with. The ge 
point is to attend to the general health of the 
patient and keep him removed from any risk of 
contagion from erysipelas. 

In reference to the liability to a return of the 
disease in the wound or cicatrix, in 120 cases 
out of the 127 the wound healed for the time 
being, and was reported sound when the patient 
left the hospital. The following table shows 
the results of the 127 cases. J 
Died within ten days of the operation, - - 3 
Had return of cancer in the wound, - _- 4 
Had return of cancer in the cicatrix at dif 

ferent periods after the operation,- ~ 
Had cancerous disease of the lymphatic ; 

glands subsequently, - ° os 


Had cancerous disease of the opposite part 
of the lip, - - - ° 
No further note than y 
ed and left the Hospital with sound cica- 


that patients recover- 


trices, - - 105° 
STRYCHNIA IN THE PARALYSIS*OF TYPHOID FEVER 

Dr. N.S. Davis, of Chicago, reports the speel] 
relief of paralysis of the muscles of deglutiti 
in a case of typhoid fever, by strychnia 
istered in an enema. 

above classes tioned twice on account 

of thait results entitling them to s place in more than one i # 
groups. 
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QUADRUPLE BIRTHS. 


At the October meeting of the London Ob- 
stetrical Society, Mr. Henry G. Times related a 
case of quadruple birth. The patient, aged 33, 
was pregnant for the fifth time. She was taken 
in labor on the morning of the 23d of Septem- 
ber. At 8 P. M. a female child was delivered 
by the midwife in attendance; ten minutes 
after a second child, and twenty minutes after- 
wards a third, were born. 

Then followed a _— large placenta, when 
the midwife, finding there was still another 
child, sent for Mr. ‘Times. The placenta had 
drawn down the abdomen of the remaining 
child. After a little manipulation, the feet 
were drawn down, and delivery of this, the 
fourth child, effected. The first three were 
alive and crying; the last never breathed. 
There was little hemorrhage. The previous 
pregnancy terminated at eight months, in De- 
eember, 1859. The last catamenial period was 
during the first week in March; but the dis- 
o~ was so scanty that she conceived her- 
self then to be pregnant; hence the quadru- 
plets were probably between six and seven 
months old. The children were all well formed 
—all upwards of twelve, and one thirteen, 
inches in length. The first lived seven hours ; 
the next two or three hours. The placenta was 
single; but each funis had a distinct attach- 
ment. There was no lobulation of the pla- 
centa. The patient recovered well. 

During the discussion on this case, Dr. 
Bloxam stated that a case had come under his 
own observation in which all four children 
were born alive, and at the full time; and Dr. 
Gibb mentioned that, while traveling in Ame- 
rica, he had pointed out to him four young 
ladies, 16 years of age, who, by common re- 
pute, were the product of one pregnancy. 


THE ANNOYANCES OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
a CHOLOROFORM. 
ere is continually appearing evidence of 
the loss of conlidenes ge re ata The 
eminent French surgeon, Robert, who seems to 
ignore ether, in the recent volume of his lec- 
tures, makes the following remarks in regard to 
e administration of chloroform: 
“The first condition, for the performance with 
bafety of a long and delicate operation, is that 
¢ surgeon should have his mind quite free. 
ow, however intelligent the assistants who 
manage the inhalation may be, still the admin- 
istration of chloroform is a great pre-occupa- 
for the surgeon. I confess that, for my 
part, I would rather in such a case not perform 
€ operation than. do it with constant fear of 
seeing some accident occur. So that you must 
reason with the patient and persuade him to 
w the operation to be done without chloro- 
, harm exaggerate to him the dangers of 





SIGHT AND REASON RESTORED TO AN INSANE PA- 
TIENT BY AN OPERATION FOR CATARACT. 


M. Bouisson, Professor at the Faculty of 
Montpelier, lately communicated to the Aca- 
demy of Medicine the case of a man, some of 
the particulars of which are given by the 
Lancet and Gaz. Hebdom.: 


He came into the hospital, without any par- 
ticulars of his previous histo , suffering from 
double lenticular cataract and from complete 
dementia. Couching was resorted to for both 
ge and, on the tenth day after the operation, 
the man said, “I can see!” these being the 
first sensible words he had spoken. As the 
sight improved, the man became more manage- 
able. He began to give some details as to the 
origin of his ailments ; and six weeks after the 
date of his entrance into the hospital he left, 
fully capable of earning his own livelihood. 
Prof. Bouisson adds some valuable remarks as 
to the probable connection between the restora- 
tion of sight and the return of intelligence, and 
states that he considers that sensation stimu- 
lated the mind as electricity stimulates nervous 
action, the patient being at the time favorably 
situated for such impressions. 

The dementia was probably not deeply rooted, 
and perhaps the result of optical hallucina- 
tions, in consequence of the cataract ; disappear- 
ing as soon as the cataract was removed, 


INTRA-UTERINE DISLOCATION OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 


Dr. Youmans reports in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal the birth of a child, after a natu- 
ral labor, with an entire dislocation at the left 
knee-joint. The toes rested upon the anterior 
part of the thigh near the groin. The anterior 
of the knee presented the fold usual in the popli- 
teal space of infants. When the limb was for- 
cibly straightened it immediately reverted to its 
abnormal ition. Straight splints were ap- 
plied and the limb is now permanently restored. 

The mother of the child attributes it to an 
injury received two weeks previously to confine- 
ment. We think that it was more probably the 
result of irregular muscular contraction depen- 
dent on defective innervation, such as produces 
congenital dislocation of the hip-joint, club-foot, 
etc. 


STRAMONIUM IN NEURALGIA. 


Dr. A. Young, in acommunication tothe Chi- 
cago Medical iner, says, that in his expe- 
rience Stramonium is an unfailing remedy in 
neuralgia. He prescribes one grain of Tilden’s 
extract of stramonium leaves every two or 
three hours until the system is decidedly affected, 
as indicated by dilated pupil, disordered vision, 
vertigo, etc. It should, he thinks, always be 
given to this extent, and will seldom need repe- 
tition. 
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OPERATION FOR RADICAL CURE OF HERNIA. 

Mr. Joun Swirr Watker reports in the Me- 

dical Times and Gazette a successful operation for 
hernia after Wood’s operation. 


The patient being put under the influence of 
chloroform, an incision was made an inch in 
length over the tumor, the scrotal fascia de- 
tached from the skin, and the fascia invaginated 
into the canal with the little finger; a strong, 
well-curved needle, armed with a hemp ligature 
thread, doubled, was then guided through three 
points in the canal—the conjoined tendon and 
the triangular fascia forming the posterior wall 
—then withdrawing the needle, holding an end 
of the ligature in the right hand, then passing 
it again through the external pillar of the ring 
close to Poupart’s ligament forming the ante- 
rior wall—the needle now only carrying one 
thread; then placing a round boxwood plug 
over the canal, tightening the first ligature, 
with the finger pressing in the canal pressin 
up the gut; finding it compressed the cual 
completely, tied it very tight over the plug, 
then replacing the integument put a stitch into 
the skin to close the external wound, leaving 
one loose end of thread hanging out, which 
was tied over the plug lengthways, forming 
> over the plug with the other ligatures. He 
was then placed in bed. The patient recovered 
rapidly, the wound having nearly healed on the 
eighth day after the operation; cure perfect. 


THE ALLEGED DISCOVERY THAT THE SEX OF A CHILD 
MAY BE ASCERTAINED BY COUNTING THE PULSA- 
TIONS OF THE FETAL HEART. 


The assertions of Dr. Frankenhauser in 
regard to a method of determining sex be- 
fore birth of the child have been brought 
to the test by several observers. Frankenhauser 
examined one hundred pregnant women, and 
says that he found the less rapid pulsations of 
the foetal heart in those who gave birth to boys 
and the more frequent when girls were after- 
wards born. The first gave a mean of 124 beats ; 
the latter 144 to the minute. 

Dr. Breslau made fifty observations on the 
subject, and the result was that twenty-five 
times he made a false prophesy, and nineteen 
times a right one, leaving six doubtful. 

Dr. Hoake made observations on fifty women, 
but without finding the rule of any value in 
foretelling the sex of the child. 


—_—oj—— 


A Coroner’s Verdict!—At, Bristol (England) a 
man had eaten largely, chiefly of meat, and, 
being subsequently taken ill, was found dead in 
his bed early the next morning. No medical 
man had visited him, nor had he taken any 
medicine. The jury, after hearing the evidence, 
returned a verdict that ‘the deceased died sud- 
denly after eating to excess of food improperly 
dressed |”? 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 
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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICRs, 


On THE THEORY AND Practice or Mipwirmy— 
By Fieetwoop Cnurcunitt, M. D.,, ep, 
Wits appitions By D. Francis Conpm, ¥, 
D., erc. A new American from the Fourth 
Corrected and Enlarged English Edition, 
PHILADELPHIA: BuancHarD & Lza, 1860, 
The present volume, although its predece 

sors have been repeatedly noticed, demand 

particular mention, because it is not a men 
reprint, but, what it purports to be, an improved 
and corrected edition, containing fully one-half 
more matter than when last reprinted. Ing 
hasty glance over the various chapters we find 
that the one treating of menstruation is more 
fully elaborated than in previous editions, and 
the interesting questions of the connection be 
tween menstruation and ovulation are fairly 
discussed, though the author avoids takings 
decided stand in favor of one theory or the 
other. We are glad in this chapter to find 
another evidence that the labors of American 
investigators are gradually beginning to be ap 
reciated abroad, as the copious extracts from 
rof. Dalton’s writings show. 

In the chapter on sudden death during labor, 
very interesting cases are mentioned, illustrat 
ing typically the various causes of sudden 
death,—syncope, idiopathic asphyxia, nervous 
shock, absorption of air by the uterine sinuses, 
the formation of a fibrinous coagulum in the 
heart, disease of the heart, obstruction and 
rupture of the pulmonary arteries, etc. 

n reference to the entrance of air into the 
blood through the uterine sinuses, though seve 
ral cases are referred to in the work, none ap 
pears so clear as that of Dr. Swinburne, of 
Albany, published about a year ago in the 
REPORTER. 

It will be remembered ome. some page 
a paper on pulmonary a exy as a cause 0 
oatien death in labor, mal by Prof. Gardner 
before the N. Y. Academy of Medicine, and 
published in full in this Journal, gave rise 08 
discussion in that Society, during which it was 
evident that the members of the Academy were 
disinclined to favor the theory. We have 
the full chapter on sudden death in the work 
before us, with care, but failed to find a cas 
analogous to the one of Dr. Gardner, in whi 
unfortunately, a post mortem examination 
not be obtained. It is evident, however, that 
this subject is not yet fully understood, and that 
a great deal remains to be done by future ir 
vestigations. a 

Turning to the subject of puerperal peritont 
tis, we were much astonished that so little at 
tention is paid to the important matter of the 
treatment of this disease. The history of the 
disease, its epidemic and contagious nature af 
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fully and admirably treated, while the author, 
after citing the authorities who respectively de- 
fend the claims of venesection, tartar emetic, 

tives, emetics, turpentine, hip-baths, etc., 
concludes as follows : 

“A selection of these remedies will afford a 
tolerably good chance to the patient, if we are 
called early; but in many instances we shall 
fil, either in cutting short the disease or in 
curing it ultimately. It is of the greatest im- 

nce, however, that all the means at our 
command should be tried perseveringly, and 
that our forebodings cheutl not be allowed to 
diminish our exertions.” 

We know very well that experience has 
shown the inefficiency in severe cases of all 
these plans of treatment, and we do not blame 
the author for taking no decided stand in favor 
ofonekind of medication or the other, as there 

be no specific, and various cases demand 

us treatment. Yet it can scarcely be con- 
sidered an excusable oversight on the part of 
the author or editor, when the treatment b 

im and veratrum viride is entirely ignored. 

ere is at this time quite a sufficient number 
of well-authenticated cases on record by autho- 
tities of the highest standing, and they were un- 
doubtedly accessible to the author or editor of 
the work. Whateter individual opinions may 
be, this much is certain, that both the opium 


treatment of puerperal fever, as first introduced 
by Prof. Clark, of New York, and the treat- 
ment by veratrum viride, which vay asegge if we 


nistake not, with Prof. Barker, have yielded 
more favorable results,—at least as favorable— 
thin any other mode of treatment, and an en- 
ire ignoring of both, renders this part of the 
incomplete, especially so, as throughout 
the whole book we find a fair and complete 
rsumé of different modes of treatment, theo- 
tig Or Opinions. We must express our sincere 
desire that this deficiency will be supplied in the 
vert edition. 
The work contains an appendix of two chap- 
tr, which have not appeared in the previous 
ns;—one on “obstetric morality; the 
ther on the qualifications and duties of the 
nonthly nurse. The former is a reprint from the 
Quarterly Journal, and is devoted to 
the questions of baptism, craniotomy, and the 
esarean section as they have from time to 
ime been the subjects of medico-religious con- 
toversy. The pom goa on nurses is a reprint 
fom the “‘ Manual for Midwives.and Nurses,” 
‘eently published by Dr. Churchill, and is an 
nt practical little treatise. 


—o—— 


ain floquent discussions of the French Academy 
cine are not very highly appreciated by 
.vaampoullion, who pronounces them as 
~eatful to amateurs of fine speeches, but as giv- 
eae practical instruction. The physician 
has no fancy for this kind of literature, 
‘uaiders chefs Peuvre of eloquence simply as 
grouped around a dead piece of wood. 
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ORGANIZATION. 

Present medical organization in the United 
States is, to use an illustration, like a man 
whose limbs are paralyzed. His intellect is all 
clear, his perception acute, his sensation per- 
fect, his speech complete, but when the time 
comes for action, when he is to repulse an 
enemy, when he is to attack a foe, or when he 
is to march on in the path of progress, the pal- 
sied limbs are powerless; they do not follow 
his intellect and his will. 

But have we not our American Medical As- 
sociation? Our State, our County Societies? 
Certainly! But so has the paralyzed man his 
brain, his senses, and his will. 

The great point in all organization is the in- 
timate connection and harmonious operation 
between periphery and centre. The same law 
of organization and development, of growth 
and decay, which characterizes the molluse, is 
in operation in the social organism of mankind, 
and he who has most closely studied the for- 
mer will be best enabled to appreciate the 
tendencies of the latter. 

Now, it is a law of physiology, that the ca- 
pillaries are developed before the arteries, veins, 
and heart; that the peripheral nerves and 
nerve ganglia exist before the brain or spinal 
marrow; and that upon the normal and ener- 
getic development of the former depend the 
future growth and development of the latter. 
Before the town and city exist, there are vil- 
lages, hamlets, and farms; and before republics 
are formed we must have republican sentiment 
instilled into the masses. Development—phy- 
siological, social, and moral—is always from the 
periphery to the centre, the opposite being an 
anomaly. 

There is no class of men more conversant 
with these fundamental principles of organiza- 
tion than physicians, the students of nature, 
and cultivators of natural science, par excellence. 
And yet why is it that so little has yet been 
done to make medical organization throughout 
the United States what it should be? 
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Is it because there is no necessity for organi- 
zation? We need simply look at the great 
ends to be accomplished in providing for proper 
sanitary legislation and government through- 
out the States, and which will never be attained, 
except by the influence of the medical profes- 
sion, to convince us that organization—perfect, 
active, working organization—is imperatively de- 
manded. We need but consider the evils and 
crimes that are rampant in all the forms of 
quackery to stimulate us to organization; and 
we need only view the advance, progress, and 
reform necessary in medical education to satisfy 
the most skeptical that the only means to raise 
the status of the profession is by determined, 
deliberate, organized action. 

But, aside from this view of the subject, me- 
dical societies form in many parts of the 
country the only scientific stimulus and im- 
pulse to the practitioner. In this light alone 
organization is a necessity. 

There is not a town or city, of five thousand 
inhabitants, in the United States, in which there 
ought not to be a medical society, well orga- 
nized, meeting at least once a month, and in. 
cluding every respectable practitioner of the 
surrounding country. It is unnecessary to re- 
peat the old anecdote of the bundle of sticks to 
prove that in union and organization alone is 
strength. There are social, ethical, and scien- 
tific interests which our profession has, that 
can be promoted only by organized action. 

Let, then, our friends go to work during this 
winter, revive old societies, form new ones, 
where none exist, so that the American Medi- 
cal Association, as the centre of the profession 
in the United States, will be stimulated by an 
active capillary circulation, and at its next ses- 
sion show a glorious medical revival. 


TIMELY RESOLUTIONS. 

Tue profession is everywhere waking up. An 
earnest determination is making itself felt 
throughout the country of opposing the grow- 
ing evils of the day, of uttering the warning 
voice against crimes, by which the health of the 
nation is undermined, its morals defiled, and 
the lives of the people trifled with. The fol- 
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lowing timely resolutions were unani 
adopted at a late meeting of the Scott County 
(Iowa) Medical Society, on motion of Dy, 
Fountain, and ordered to be published in the 
papers: 


Whereas, The medical profession are every. 
where cognizant of the fact that the crime of 
criminal ion is fearfully prevalent, and ip. 
creasing in all classes of society ; and 

Whereas, The progress of civilization and the 
spread of religion appear not to have had the 
effect of diminishing this species of iniquity; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That the members of this Society 
will co-operate with the American Medical 
Association, and other organizations of the 
kind, in using every effort to disseminates 
knowledge of the criminal nature of practices 
which are too often regarded as harmless, and 
frequently resorted to by many who woull 
shudder at the thought of destroying the life of 
a human being. 

2. Resolved, Srhat the members of this Society 
unite in sentiment with the opinion of the bet 
and most learned men of the profession, in all 
parts of the world, that the foetus is a living bei 
from the earliest period of gestation, the 
ful destruction of which, except when i 
for the preservation of the life of the mother, is 
@ crime as monstrous as infanticide, and its 

rpetrators should be regarded as felons by the 
aws of man, as they must be by every precept 
of morality. 

3. Resolved, That every member of this So 
ciety who may be known to yield to the solic: 
tation of any party for the purposes above ind: 
cated, shall forfeit his membership and b 
regarded as unworthy of fellowship by al 
honorable physicians. 

4, Resolved, That it shall be considered the 
duty of every physician, when application for 
mb purpose is made, not only to decline 
promptly, but to exert his personal influence 
the utmost to prevent its accomplishment, ' 
explaining its criminal character an es 
as far as possible the erroneous opinions W! 
are so generally prevalent regarding the of 
the foetus. 

' 5. Resolved, That we denounce the common 
practice of newspaper proprietors in pub 

advertisements which are calculated to & 
courage the practice of criminal abortion, # 
one prolific cause of a vast amount of crim 
and immorality, for which such newspap! 
editors and proprietors are thereby in & 


degree responsible. 

“. "Resolved, That we likewise denounce the 
practice of many druggists in keeping for 
and dispensing such preparations as are 
to be used for the purpose of producing 
tion, which practice is no less rept 
than to furnish poison when knowing 
chased with murderous intent, and by 
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ists are participes criminis in the evil 

p> | of corrupting good morals, and willfully 

in aiding and assisting in the perpe- 

tration of a crime which should be held in ab- 

horrence by every member of a civilized and 
Christian community. 


MEAN POLITICS. 

Amore foolish and meaner political trick has 
never come to our knowledge than that re- 
sorted toin New York against a candidate, who 
formerly was one of the governors of the Alms- 
howe. This gentleman issued the following 
order : 


“ New York, Feb. 3, 1860. 
“T, Datty, Esg., Warden of Bellevue Hospital : 

“Siz :—In order to allow facilities for instruc- 
tion, you will permit a post mortem examina- 
tion on all bodies, claimed or unclaimed, if such 
are deemed necessary by the Visiting Surgeons 
or Physicians, and under their direction and 

ision the Medical House Staff and Medi- 
al Sindents are allowed to make such exami- 
nation.” 

We omit the gentleman’s name and the party 
towhich he belongs. Neither have anything to 
dowith the principle involved. But listen to the 
flowing indignant outbursts of political 
“shoulder hitters :” 


“Read, read, read! Let all who have human 
a lng and remember these facts! 

“About the first of last February an attempt 
was made by certain surgeons of this city to 
obtain from our charitable institutions a supply 
ofdead bodies, tc be used in anatomical experi- 
ments and lectures. This purpose, revolting to 
Christianity and naturally repugnant to every 
guile feeling of human nature, was virtually 
usisted in its accomplishment through an order 
figned by * * * one of the governors of 
the Almshouse, in connection with two of his 
eociate governors. * * * and his friends, are 
ae to deny the truth of these charges. 
The order stands open to public inspection on 
the Records of Bellevue Hospital, where all 


ttrocities were ible, can satisfy themselves 

of its authenticity. . 
_ “This order went into effect, and what were 
ie results it would be almost impossible to de- 
tribe. The simple fact that authority was 
given to dismember and scatter in unconsecrated 
urth the bodies of the dead poor of this city is 
melancholy exhibition of the claims of a can- 
now before the people for their support 

oelect him to a veaponaible office. 
“Poor men of New York, * * is appealing 
fr your suffrages, on the ground of being a 
to your interests. Read the above order, 
id decide how much sympathy he had for the 
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dead relations of poor men when he was Gover- 
nor of the Almshouse. 


“Christians of New York, who are opposed to 
violating the sanctity of the dead, * isa 
candidate for Register. Is the man who would 
give od bodies over to the dissecting room 
entitled to your suffrages?” 

Such are the appeals of miserable dema- 
gogues, who in the name of humanity and 
even Christianity (!) excite the prejudices of the 
ignorant masses, when attempts are made to 
further the cause of science, which is that of 
true humanity. 


MORTALITY OF CITIES. 


We shall condense, every month, a summary 
containing some of the most important facts of 
our weekly mortality tables. For the four weeks 
ending September 22 and 29, and October 6 and 
13, 1860, we have the following :— 

Philadelphia. New York. 
851 1,700 
358 657 

° 305 621 
United States, 650 1,121 
Fordign, . . . 6 564 
Nativity unknown, . 43 15 


We have not yet been able to obtain the offi- 


Total deaths, ‘ ‘ 
Males, . n 
Females, 


-cial reports of the population, and prefer to 


wait for correct figures to estimate the per cent- 
age of mortality to the whole population. 

In reference to the causes of death, the fol- 
lowing is a summary of the most important 
zymotic diseases, including consumption and 
marasmus :— 





Per cent. of 
whole. 
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It will be seen that in Philadelphia 20 per 
per cent., and in New York nearly 26 per cent., 
of the whole number of deaths are caused by 
consumption and marasmus—the two most fre- 
quent and fatal tuberculousdiseases. Thedeaths 
from scarlatina and diphtheria are, in Philadel- 
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phia, 12 per cent.—in New York 5 per cent.— 
showing a prevalence of these diseases in Phila- 
delphia over New York. 

Typhus fever, on the contrary, owing to the 
emigrant ships in New York, constitutes 2} per 
cent. of the whole in that city; while in Phila- 
delphia it is but 7-10 per cent. 

In reference to age, the per centages are as 
follows :— 








Ages. 


Whole 
Number. 








Under 5 years, 
5to10 “ 
10to20 “ 
20 to 50 * 
50, and over, 


Unknown, - - 

















It will be seen that the per centage of infan- 
tile mortality, including all under five years, is 
nearly the same in both cities, and, as an index of 
the general state of health, (which we consider 
infant mortality to be,) would place both cities 
on a par. 

But it must be remembered that in the Phila- 
delphia reports the still-born are included, while 
in New York they are left out, as we understand, 
to make the sanitary misgovernment of that 
city less apparent. Now, in Philadelphia, the 
number of still-born in the whole number of 
851 is 47 or 5} per cent. According to the same 
ratio, the number of still-born in New York 
ought to be 94, which, added to deaths under 
five years, will yield a per centage of 51 per 
cent., or over 3 per cent. more than Philadel- 
phia. There is, however, reason to believe that 
the ratio of still-born in New York is larger than 
in Philadelphia, which would make the per cent- 
age of infant mortality still greater. 

We are sorry that the reports from New Or- 
leans have hitherto not reached us in time to 
be published with the rest ; arrangements, how- 
ever, are now made soon to remedy the defi- 
ciency. In regard to the health of New Or- 
leans, @ correspondent writes us as follows :— 

“* We have had almost an epidemic of “ bil- 
ious remittent,” (miscalled Jamaica negro, 
“ Danpy ;” Spanish corruption, “‘ Denxa”’ and 
‘Danka ;” French spelled, “ Dencuz,”) which 
for a time misled a few of our physicians into 
the admission that it was yellow fever, and 
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quite a panic was excited among persons 
distance. But the real walli-aee adnitiel 
by all respectable men in the profession—ig, 
that there has not been one unequivocal cage of 
yellow fever in New Orleans, whether in the 
Charity Hospital or in private practice, dur 
the past twelve months. The health now is 
extraordinarily good.” 


4e@e> 





Correspondence. 


-, Illinois, Oct. 30th. 

Editors of Medical and Surgical Reporter : 
Herewith I send you a late number of an 
Oregon paper, with some articles marked for 
your perusal. I wish to call your attention to 
them in connection with your editorial in Rr 
PORTER for 20th inst., on Revoking Diplomas. 
It is time for medical schools to scan well the 
characters of the men to whom they grant these 
honors. No physician would be deceived as to 
the meaning of Doctor Rand’s letter, but itis 
rather ambiguous to the popular mind, and, as 
tes see, has been made use of by the quack to 
olster himself up. It is said “that medical 
schools sometimes grant diplomas for a con 
sideration.” That schools of established repr 
tation do so I cannot believe, but think perhaps 
it may be done by others. If done by any, 4 
direct injury is done to the cause of medicine, 
and tends to bring reproach on all. Certain it 
is, that the mere fact of a man’s having a di- 
aes is no eure criterion either of his skill or 
is character. It is to be hoped that the Am. 
Med. Association will take this whole question 
into careful consideration, and establish some 
system of granting its own diplomas to those 
worthy to hold them. No honorable and trust- 
worthy physician will shrink from the ordeal. 

Mepicvs. 


P.S. Iam aware of some notorious quacks 
in this State who claim to hold diplomas from 
medical schools. I shall try and get the facts 
in their cases, and will report them to you. 


[We have perused the papers referred to, and 
find that they constitute a glaring case of 
quackery. The individual in question is one 
“Dr.” L. J. Czapkay, who advertises his Medi- 
cal and Surgical Institute in the following 
strain: 

“In the schools of France, the highest pri 
are often awarded to practitioners " the de 
partment of medical science, and they occupy 
with others an equally lofty position in the pro 
fession. Ricord is an illustrious example, & 
shining light among the philosophical stars 
his age in Europe, and Dr. Czapkay has 
= ed him in this country, as a proo! 
which, the Philadelphia College of Medicine 
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complimented him with a diploma, and the 


honorary ad eundem degree. Selecting this as 
his feld of operation, although qualified as a 


of the University of Pesth, and late 

ee forgeon of the eo Revolutionar 
army, for more extended labors, Dr. L. 

(spkay has bent his earnest attention to the 

ee of chronic and private diseases, in which 

hehas become so great an expert that he is now 

regarded as the LEADER in this branch of his 

ession throughout the United States, and 

is portrait and biography are published as 

natter of interest to their readers in the most 


aclusive journals.” 


Through false representations, undoubtedly, 
this individual obtained the ad eundem degree 
fom the Philadelphia College of Medicine. 
The letter of Prof. Rand, referred to by our 
correspondent, is intended to counteract this, 
and for this all credit is due. 

Yet this Czapkay has the impudence to pub- 
lish Dr. Rand’s letter as evidence of having 
reeived an honorary degree, and no doubt the 
public will look upon Dr. Rand’s letter as in 
bis favor. 

We maintain that the only remedy for simi- 
lar occurrences and their prevention is, that 
fuch diplomas be formally and unequivocally 
revoked, and unless they are, that schools 
whence they emanate be refused representation 
in the American Medical Association. The 
interests of the profession are paramount, and it 
time that they be maintained.—Ebrr. | 


CURIOUS CASE OF INTERMITTENT SPASMS, WITH 
ALBUMINURIA—GOOD EFFCTS OF QUININE AND 
OPIUM. 

Th the Editors of the 

Medical and Surgical Reporter : 

Atather unique case recently occurred in 
my practice which it may be of interest to com- 
nunieate. We seldom meet with symptoms of 
“grave a character yielding so happily to me- 

as those in this case. We have here, 

‘parently, two distinct diseases :—Bright’s dis- 
‘ue and chronic inflammation of the spinal 
meninges, both of which are, in the course of a 
wouth, seemingly cured by the use of quinia 
wd opium. Claude Bernard’s theory, that 
moet, if not all, forms of disease depend on the 
mitation of the nerves, is certainly not in- 
ured by the facts in this case. 

In June last, E. H., a farmer, 26 years of 
‘sand married, sent for me. He said he had 
been tick for nine weeks, and most of the time 


confined to his bed; that he was daily grow- | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 








149 


ing worse, and would, without relief, soon die. 
He was first taken with clonic spasms of the 
bowels, which, however, were soon transferred 
to his limbs, in which they had continued for 
over two months, although every thing had 


2 | been done by his physicians for his relief which 


their ingenuity could suggest. At times the 
spasms became universal, amounting almost to 
convulsions. He attributed his disease to ex- 
posure while burning lime. 

Although his digestion was apparently unim- 
paired, he was much emaciated. Aspect waxy- 
looking; surface dry, pale, and almost blood- 
less; had many boils, especially upon his 
limbs; complained incessantly of severe and 
acute pain in his loins, extending downwards 
to the remotest part of his extremities, which, 
though cedematous, were very thin and wasted. 
He retained in them the power of voluntary 
motion. The urine was less than the ordinary 
healthy average, diminished in density and 
highly albuminous. 

I ordered solution of morphine in doses suffi- 
cient to render him, in a manner, comfortable, 
and to be repeated as occasion should require ; 
also bitartrate of potassa, to be given freely as 
a diuretic; fluid extract of rhubarb, to regulate 
the bowels, which did not move without medi- 
cine; tincture ferri chloridi and quinia every 
eight hours, and a nutritious diet. Under this 
course of treatment for a week, his symptoms 
evidently improved, when suddenly he was 
seized with the universal clonic spasms be- 
fore alluded to, requring the strength of several 
men to control and prevent him from seriously 
injuring himself. Upon closer inquiry, I learned 
that these frightful paroxysms were usually pre- 
ceded by the ordinary preliminary symptoms of 
fever, such as feelings of languor, general un- 
easiness, stretching, yawning, etc., and also 
by a sensation of chilliness, particularly in the 
feet and limbs, and that they had come upon him 
about the close of each week for several weeks. 
I therefore determined to try the power of 

uinia in arresting their recurrence. It being 
aturday, I made no alteration in the treat- 
ment till the next Thursday, when I com- 
menced the use of the antiperiodic, in connec- 
tion with morphia, as before employed. Con- 
tinued these medicines until the Monday follow- 
ing, with the satisfaction of completely pevent- 
ing a return of the paroxysms, which had so 
long baffled former treatment. From this time, 
under ferruginous, tonic and anodyne medicines, 
in conjunction with a generous diet, the patient 
was rapidly restored to health and —— 
Jos. 8. ; 


Washington, Warren county, NV. J., 
Nov. 5, 1860. 
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PARISIAN CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Academie des &ciences—M. Gratiolet’s Researches on the 
Vascular System of the Hippopotamus—Erroneous Views— 


Death by Immersion. 
Paris, Oct. 13, 1860. 

I promised you to commence my correspond- 
ence with the Reporter at once upon my ar- 
rival here. But a month has passed so rapidly 
between sight-seeing, getting “initiated” into 
medical circles, and making acquaintances that 
I was considerably vexed when I received a 
bundle of Reporters yesterday, which reminded 
me of my negligent silence. Not that I have 
any idea of considering my jottings of any 
value, but because I like to adhere to my pro- 
mises. , 

It is needless for me to say,—for all your 
readers have been informed of the fact again 
and again in the newspapers,—that the exte- 
rior of Paris, or what we might call in patho- 
logical parlance, its decubitus, complexion, and 

hysiognomy, have entirely changed since I was 
Sine last, ten years ago. Streets have been 
widened, whole blocks and squares have been 
torn down to make room for public places; by 
the indirect interference of the government, more 
commodious and healthy “ qguartiers ” have been 
built for the working classes. Indeed, what- 
ever opinions we may entertain as to the politi- 
cal honesty of Napoleon the Third, credit is 
due him for the care which his government 
bestows upon the social and sanitary condition 
of his ‘“‘ Parisiens.”’ 


Acapemy or Scrences.—On the first of this 
month (which, if you will look at your almanac, 
was on a Sunday) I attended the Academy of 
‘Sciences, M. Charles —* You are, of 
course, aware that, in France as well as in Ger- 
many, it is not at all uncommon to have meet- 
ings, scientific and otherwise, on the first day in 
the week, which our Anglo-Saxon notions would 
consider a grievous error, to say the least. 
However, the meeting was an interesting one. 


RESEARCHES ON THE CIRCULATION OF THE H1PPo- 
poramus.—M. Gratiolet communicated his re- 
searches on the vascular system of the hip 
potamus, in which he gives a perfect explana- 
tion of the anatomical and pees me- 
chanism by which this animal is enabled to 
keep under water the great length of time which 
it does. 

The stylo-hyoideal and digastricus muscles 
of the hippopotamus, in consequence of a pe- 
culiar conformation of the basilar portion of 
the os hyoides, instead of leaving a free passage 
for the external carotid artery, cover and sur- 
round this vessel directly at its root; hence the 
least contraction of these muscles compresses the 
external carotid more or less, and the result is 
a corresponding arrest or diminution of the flow 
of blood to the head. This anatomical arrange- 
ment appears to prevent cerebral congestion 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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during the long stoppages of respiration, whic 
are common to this animal. A similar 
ment is found in the venous system. In te 
coats of the inferior vena cava, a musculyy 
ring, or kind of sphincter, is found, whi 
when contracting, prevents the blood ofthe ven 
cava from reaching the heart, causing the blog 
to accumulate in the smaller venous branche: 
the blood of the superior cava, however, fom 
freely into the right auricle, whence it 
into the lungs, Pi so on through the arterig 
system. 


Erroneous Views—DEatTH FROM Imuensiox— 
These anatomical arrangements M. Gratiolg 
considers as tending chiefly to prevent con 
tion of the nervous centres when the ani if 
immersed, which he looks upon as the pring 
pal cause of death. 

It seems to me, however, that in his explan- 
tion of the manner in which these anatomic 
peculiarities act, in enabling the animal to su 
tain long immersion, Monsieur Gratioletis mis 
taken. 


ments to prevent it. But, secondly, and chiey, 
it has been shown by the conjoined experiments 
of Dalton, of New York, and Da Costa, of Phi- 
ladelphia,* that in death from suffocation, o 
stoppage of the respiration, the heart become 
paralyzed from over distension of its muscular 
fibres because of the arrested capillary circuls- 
tion; which is arrested, not so much ona 
count of mechanical congestion in the smalle 
vessels, but in consequence of the blood being 
surcharged so much with carbonic acid that the 
peculiar attraction of the tissues to the bloodin 
their capilliaries, which is the chief condition o 
active capillary circulation, is lost. 

Now it seems to me that, rather than pre 
venting death by preventing congestion of the 
brain, this peculiar anatomical arrangement 0 
the circulation of the hippopotamus, prevenls 
death, during immersion, by preventing the 
over-distension of the heart, which would othe 
wise lead to paralysis of its muscular fibre. 


P°- | The current of the vena cava to the heart being 


rtially, or completely, shut off by means 0 
ts ephineter, it is plain that the amount of blood 
which goons to pass through the heart andthe 
arterial system is greatly diminished. Ags 
the external carotid bein comp her 
quantity of blood is sent through the arterial 
system than when the animal is not 
water. Both these circumstances directly 
to diminish the liability of the blood to becom 
surcharged with carbonic acid, which would re 
sult in stagnation of the blood, over-tension 
paralysis of the cardiac fibres. In other wor 
death, from stoppage of the respiration, belts 





a en 
*I have not the lectures of the former gentleman with mets! 
hence cannot quote very precisely. 
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jue to paralysis of the heart from over-disten- 
sion, the anatomical peculiarities of the hippo- 

mus, already mentioned, have the object 
mechanically and chemically to counteract that 
over-distension and paralysis, and not, as M. 
Gratiolet supposes, to prevent congestion of the 
nervous centres. 


Tae Laryncoscore.—Are your Philadelphia 
and New York surgeons armed with their laryn- 
pes? Dr. Czermack has spent some time 
ae iivencing the claims of his invention, and 
although some of the faculty are not at all dis- 
to look with favor upon le Professeur 
Autrichien, yet they cannot help giving credit 
where it belongs. Czermack has made many 
warm friends and admirers while here ; among 
these is Mourat Bourouillon, who at a recent 
meeting of the Academy communicated two 
interesting cases of aphonia, the pathological 
course of which was unequivocally demonstra- 
ted by examination of the glottis by means of 
the laryngoscope. 

In one of the cases there was a growth, in 
the other a polypus hanging or inserted in or 
around the vocal chords, and other lesions 
existing much more frequently in cases of apho- 
nia, itis said, than were formerly thought. 

M. Bourouillon has proposed to destroy the 
morbid growth by the galvanic cautery. This 
seems harsh treatment; but a Frenchman cares 
per about that, as long as novelty is on 

side. 


Yours, IaTRos. 


2ahee 
<eGer 
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Clinical Instruction at the Pennsylvania and Phi- 
ladelphia Hospitals.—The effect of the free ad- 
mission of students to the Philadelphia Hospital 
begins to show itself. On Wednesday last, over 
four hundred students availed themselves of its 
opportunities ; while at the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, where tickets were for the first time de- 
manded for this season, the class was not over 





We earnestly hope the managers of this ex- 
cellent and time-honored institution will at 
nce see the necessity of — open its 


gates for clinical instruction, free. The profes- 
sion, who for nearly a century, have given their 


gratuitous labors to the hospital, rendering it | P 


what it is, have a right to demand that what- 
ever benefits may accrue from it to science 
thould be free. 

The institution is sufficiently well endowed 
hot to need the paltry few hundred dollars a year 
from the pockets of the student. Unless thrown 
open, as all the hospitals in our larger cities 
Row are, to the student, free of charge, we shall 

ve the mortification of seeing one of the most 
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excellent institutions for instruction with one 
of the best corps of clinical teachers, deserted. 

It is hoped the matter will be taken in hand 
at once. 


The Disinfection of Sewage.-—The Lancet says 
that in the town of Carlisle, (England,) a public 
effort is being made to demonstrate that the sew- 
age of = towns may be effectually and inex- 

nsively disinfected. A contractor has obtained 

ease of the sewage of Carlisle, and of a hundred 

acres of land close to the town. He now disin- 
fects the sewage as it issues from the town with 
a carbolic acid solution, and then leads it over 
the land. Dr. Angus Smith gives a full account 
of the present results of the experiment, which he 
speaks of as being perfectly successful. Hesays 
the land can be seen by any one passing out of 
Carlisle by the Caledonian Railway to the north. 
The crops of grass are very rich upon it; but at 
present so many sheep and cattle graze on it 
that it is kept somewhat bare. The result is, 
that the sewage flows over the land, and no one 
on walking over the ground can tell that the 
moisture in it is other than the rain. There is 
no long canal running to the sea, costing a great 
deal of money wherever it goes; neither is there 
a beautiful river tainted by sewage, becoming 
loathsome to all the senses, and a grave to the 
fishes that have so long frequented it, to the 
profit and pleasure of the inhabitants. Sew- 
age may now cease to be an evil as it issues 
from towns. It need not be dreaded by any of 
the proprietors of land, neither need it be dreaded 
by manufacturers on the streams, if there be 
convenient land as at Carlisle; and, in any case, 
putrefaction or pollution of the air may be made 
to cease. The whole of the Carlisle sewage is 
thus absorbed. The average amount is 666,116 
gallons. The sewage is led on the land by 
trenches merely. The whole cost of the estab- 
lishment was under £400. The cost of the ma- 
terial for disinfecting the sewage of Carlisle is 
5s. 3d. per day, or £95—or less than $500—per 
annum. Dr. Angus Smith concludes, from the 
results of this experiment, that a great problem 
is solved. He considers that it is shown that 
sewage may be made to be entirely inoffensive 
to the most delicate senses—that it may be even 
made to disappear, and not pollute the rivers; 
and this effect may be produced in such a way 
as not only to incur no expense, but to be 
rather a source of at least some profit, although 
the exact amount cannot yet be estimated. The 
lan has only been in operation at Carlisle dur- 
ing this season. The estimated increase of pro- 
duce is more than double. 

The same agent, carbonic acid solution, was 
tried successfully in London last summer by 
Dr. Letheby. 


Dr. Wynter has resigned the editorship of the 
British Medical Journal, an excellent weekly pub- 
lished in London. 
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The Pauper Insane of England.—At the return 
issued by the Poor-Law Board on the first of 
January last, the number of paupers in re- 
ceipt of relief in England and Wales was 850,896. 
Of these, 31,543 were insane, including 9,165 
idiots—constituting 3.71 per cent., or no less 
than one in every 27 paupers. Of course this 
estimate gives no indication of the proportion 
of insane to the general population. The re- 
turn indicates that the number of idiots pre- 
dominate in rural mountainous districts, as in 
Wales, while in the large cities, as London, 
Manchester, &c., the insane predominate. The 
return also shows that thete are more women 
insane than men—17,647 to 13,896. The ex- 
pense of maintaining these 31,543 pauper in- 
sane is stated to be nearly £10,000 a week, or 
£520,000 a year, or, in our currency, $1.58 a 
week, or $82.16 a year for each patient. Over 
half the above patients were lodged in hospitals 
for the insane. Of the remainder, half were in 
work-houses, 5,195 resided with relatives, and a 
few in licensed houses or in lodgings. 


Stung to Death.—The following case is related 
in the journals: 

A young farmer, named Jay, of St. Cryan, 
near Meaux, went into a wood to collect leaves 
of a nut tree for his oxen. He began beating 
down the leaves with a long stick, and before 
a was enveloped in a cloud of dust, which 
produced such a violent cough that he was 
obliged to return home. His face, hands, and 
neck, soon became covered with pimples, he 
had a violent fever, and insupportable itching. 
He tried various remedies, but they produced 
no effect, and he was at last obliged to send fora 
physician. The latter did all that science could 
suggest, but in a few hours the patient expired. 
It turned out that the farmer had distur a 
nest of the insect called, by French naturalists, 
the Bombyx processionnaire, which is very venom- 
ous, and which places its eggs in the midst of 
a sort of dust. This dust, which is very volatile, 
causes ulcerations in the skin of man, and is 
most dangerous when it enters the respiratory 
ergans. 


Hospital Statistics —A measure of great practi- 
cal importance and interest has been ordered 
by the Director of Public Charities in Paris. 
The object is to collect reliable and perfect sta- 
tistical records of all Parisian Hospitals. It 
will be perceived at once that this measure will 
be one of immense value. 

Messrs. Grisolle, Cullerier, Guérard, Guillot, 
Beau, Chassaignac, Hardy, Tardieu, Broca, 
Brouchut, and others of the most eminent prac- 
titioners, have been appointed as a commission 
to prepare the most efficient plan for this pur- 


pose. 


M. Oullerier will probably take the place of 
M. Ricord, resigned, and M. Cusco succeed M. 
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Cullerier, in the Hospital du Midi. 
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A Poisoned Ring.—The Paris papers state tha 
a gentleman who had, a few days ago, purchased 
some objects of art at a shop in the Rue S&, Hy 
noré, was engaged in examining an ancienty; 
when he he gave himself a slight scratch in the 
hand with a sharp part of it. He continue 
talking with the ye er for a short time, whe, 
he suddenly felt an indescribable sensation over 
his whole body, which appeared to paralyze al] 
his faculties, and he soon became so seriously 
ill that it was considered necessary to send for 
a medical man. The doctor immediately dis 
covered every symptom of poison by some 
mineral substance. He applied strong anti- 
dotes, and in a short time the gentleman was in 
a measure recovered. The ring was found to 
be what was formerly called a death ring, in 
use in Italy, when acts of poisoning were frequent 
about the middle of the seventeenth century, 
Attached to it inside were two claws of a lion, 
made of the sharpest steel, and having clefts in 
them filled with a violent poison. Ina crowded 
assembly, or in a ball, the wearer of this fatal 
ring, wishing to exercise revenge on any person, 
would take their hand, and when pressing it the 
sharp claw would be sure to inflict a slight 
scratch on the skin. This was enough, for on 
the following morning the victim would be sure 
to be found Sead. Notwithstanding the many 
— since which the poison on this ring had 
een placed there, it retained its strength sufi- 
ciently to cause great inconvenience to the gen- 
tleman, as ae 


A Neapolitan Hospital.—At Naples everything 
is in the most disgraceful confusion. “1 went 
to the Hospital in the Mercatello,” said a friend 
to me, “this morning, and found a state of 
things which 1 pee have deemed impossi- 
ble—dirt and confusion indescribable, a crowd 
of visitors interrupting the regular order of 
things; women who ought not to have been 
there, and many of those busy unpractical a 
pathizers who would be much better in 
own homes putting them in order. The Com- 
mandant told me he was disgusted with the 
whole thing; that there was wholesale robbery 
carried on, and that, in short, he should be 
very glad if I would lend him a strong hand to 
cleanse the Augean stable.” I am not at 
surprised to hear this, for the normal state of 
the Naples Hospitals has been long most dix 
graceful, as has been that of almost every inst 
tution. Medical men have told me that the 
attendants —_— been in the habit of a — 
profit from the patients in every poss! ’ 
robbing them of the last farthing, so that there 
is nothing which a poor person in the country 
dreads more than being sent to a Naples aor 
tal; and all this occurred under the sain 
government — egret the im 
inspection of the priests, who were respo® 
for the high moral and Christian qualities of 
those who were selected to relieve be- 
manity !—Letter from Naples. (Lancet) 
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Literary Madmen.—Histoire Litteraire des Fois 
ry of Literary Madmen) is the title of a 
wmewhat curious book recently published by 
Wf. Delepierre, of Paris. In the commencement, 
theauthor remarks that the biographical his- 
tory of literary madmen, or “mad literary 
nen,” is, if properly executed, a more extensive 
udertaking than would, at first thought, be 
The difficulty turns upon the pre- 
ise definition of the word madman. What 
are the qualificatious absolutely indispensable 
toconstitute madness? “Great wit,” we know, 
ig oft to madness near allied :” and the line of 
demarcation between them is, in not a few cases, 
«wavering and undefined as to be almost, if 
not entirely, imperceptible. If habitual lia- 
bility to hallucinations of a more or less intense 
and abnormal nature be held to be sufficient to 
wali a man for the designation of madman, 
en many men of the most illustrious reputa- 
tion were undoubtedly mad. The names of 
ras, Numa Pompilius, and Mahomet, 
at once suggest themselves as cases in 
int, Pascal used always to carry about with 
ea a mystic amulet, in the form of a strip of 
paper covered with writing, which was found 
afier his death sewn up in his garments; and 
XM. Lelut, a member of the institute, has writ- 
tn a treatise on the subject, in which he shows 
that this great man was to a certain extent 
mad. The same gentleman has further written 
another book, in which, according to M. Dele- 
pierre, he has established “‘ calmly and scienti- 
ically” that what is called the demon of So- 
crates, must be regarded as nothing else than a 
state of ecstasy—a momentary madness. A 
further difficulty arises from the fact that no 
definite conclusion can be drawn from the cohe- 
rence or extravagances of a literary production 
48 to the sanity or insanity of its authors. 

M. Delepierre quotes several pieces of poet 
written by inmates of asylums, many of whic 
are quite as good as much that is published as 
joetry at the present day; and it is notorious 

during an’ access of insanity, the patient 
tot unfrequently breaks out into a strain of 
ofty eloquence or true poetic imagination, the 
like of which he is, in his sane moments, utterly 
unable to produce. It is not, perhaps, so gene- 
rally known that the converse of this fact is no 
less true, and that men who are usually re- 
markable for the lucidity and elegance of their 
tyle are liable to occasional outbursts of inco- 
erence, which would do no discredit to the 
most accomplished professional lunatic. M. 

lerre cites the case of a physician at New 

‘ork who, having just terminated a long and 

t investigation which required for its 
‘ccomplishment the fullest exercise of the high- 
&t mental powers, signalized its completion by 
=— to his sister in the following terms: 

'y Dear Sister: As the Cedars of Lebanon 
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have been walking through Edgeworth Forest 
so long, you must have concluded that I have 
returned to the upper world; but I am still in 
purgatory for James Polk’s sins, which, if they 
do not end in smoke, surely have as good a 
chance of beginning that way as the ideas 
begin to shoot; for if Thomas had not left his 
trunk on the cart at the depot, our shades” 
would have been a deuced sight nearer to 
Land’s End than Dr. Johnson said they would, 
by the time the Yankees rebelled,” ete. 

In order, therefore, to reduce a subject so ex- 
tensive to something like practicable dimen- 
sions, M. Delepierre continues his attention in 
the present essay to the cases of authors who 
have either been actually shut up in lunatic 
asylums, or who have, at least, shown them- 
selves, by universal consent, to be amply quali- 
fied for this distinction. The instances which 
he cites are, for the most part, those of men 
whose names are not generally known, and 
whose sole claim to distinction appears to rest 
upon their exceeding madness. 

Under the head of theological madmen, he 
seems inclined to place the authors of those 
devotional works, with singularly practical 
titles, which were so common in the times of 
the Puritans, of which Baxter’s Hooks and Eyes 
Sor Believers’ Breeches is a familiar example; and 
he gives the titles of two French works of the 
same class, which are certainly not less racy 
and characteristic, and at the same time are 
less generally known, La Seringue Spirituelle 
pour 5 ames constipees, en devotion, and Toba- 
tiere Spirituelle pour fair eterneur les ames devotes. 
A certain Geoffroy Vallée showed his yor 
in a manner very unusual in the age in whic 
he lived, by having a shirt for every day in the 
year, and by always sending his linen to be 
washed in Flanders, in a spring famous for the 
limpidity of its water. As if this were not 
enough, he must needs write an incoherent book 
on theology, which, says M. Delepierre, was 
burnt, together with its author, on February 
9, 1574. Descending to the present century, we 
find one J. A. Soubira, who found a mysterious 
and irresistible attraction in the number 666, 
and published, among other works, a pamphlet 
having this number for its sole title, consisting 
of eighteen stanzas of five lines each, the fa- 
vorite number being repeated at the end of each 
line. 

Under the head of literary madmen, we have 
mentioned one Thomas Bishop, the author of 
a drama, which was printed in London in 1811, 
with the title, ‘‘ Koranzzo’s Feast; or, the Un- 
fair Marriage: a tragedy founded on facts, 2,366 
years ago, and 555 years before the birth of 
Christ.” Among the dramatis persone are the 
King of Babylon, the King of Persia, Lord 
Strawberry, Doctor Pill, Madam Heetor, tour 
queens, three savages, and five ghosts. The 
stage directions for the final scenes are as fol- 
lows:—‘“ One side of the stage represents & 
forest, part of which is in darkness. Twosofas, 
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and the appearance of a clock. Three savages 
in the distance.” This piece was, unfortu- 
nately, never played, having been rejected, ac- 
cording to Mr. Bishop, in consequence of “some 
error.” 

Of philosophical madmen, one of the most 
remarkable was Thomas Wirgman, a goldsmith 
of London. He was, certainly, very mad. He 
spent a fortune of £50,000 in publishing his 
works. They were printed on paper made ex- 
clusively for the purpose, each leaf being of a 
different color; and, whenever any particular 
tint did not please him, he at once cancelled 
the sheet in which it occurred. Among other 
celebrated literary madmen discussed in this 
book, we find the name of Cruden, the author 
of the Concordance, who was partially insane 
at the time of writing his great work, and 
finally died a maniac.—Pub, Cire. 


Blue Milk.—Dr. E. Reitcnarvt, of Jena, re- 
lates a remarkable instance of blue milk, which 
occurred in that vicinity within a circle of several 
miles during last fall. The milk, and especially 
the cream, after standing for some time,assumed 
a blue color, and the cause for this anomaly 
could not be attributed either to the food, want 
of cleanliness, or infiuence of locality. 

A careful examination into the facts, chemi- 
cal as well as microscopic, disclosed the pre- 
sence of a specimen of mould, most likely the 
Byssus Ceruea, Linn. The coloring appeared 
at first to centre in a few isolated spots, and 
from them to spread through the cream down- 
wards, and the fibres of the plant could easily 
be removed with a pincette for microscopical 
examination. This accords fully with the re- 
sults of Braconnot and Bailleul, Lehmann and 
Fuchs, but refute the theory of E. Jones, who 
ascribes the blue color to an abnormal amount 
of phosphate of iron, as well as that of Kla- 
proth, who derives its origin from indigoferous 
plants. Vallot states that some authors ascribe 
this circumstance to the feeding on such plants 
as Hyacinthus comosus, Butomus umbellatus. 


Digitalis in Delirium Tremens.—A few weeks ago 
we mentioned, in our periscopic department, 
the treatment of delirium tremens by large 
doses of tincture of digitalis. In the October 
13th number of the Med. Times and Gaz., Dr. Bal- 
lard corroborates the statements of Mr. Jones 
as to the efficacy of this treatment, and gives 
several additional cases. “My own impres- 
sion,” he says, “from what I have seen and 
heard from Mr. Jones is, that, in tincture of 
digitalis, we have a true counter-poison—an addi- 
tion to that class of mutually antidotal poisons 
of which opium and belladonna have been the 
most recent example. Alcohol is the remedy 
by which we counteract the depression pro- 
duced by digitalis; the converse is also true; 
digitalis is most remarkably an antidote for 
alcoholism.” 
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The Sustaining and Stimulating Treatment ix 
France.—‘ It _is curious,” says the London Med 
Times and Gaz., “to watch the opinions ex. 
pressed by the élite of French physicians on the 
effects of stimulants in diseases ; their dread of 
using them, and yet partial belief in and astonish. 
ment at their utility. They are still frightened, 
because they find no explanation of the fact, 
“We admit,” says the Gazette Médicale, “tha 
this has been our difficulty ; despite ourselves 
the instinctive fear of a fire (de l’incendie) pre. 
vented our acceptance of this treatment; and 
we have always acted with the greatest timidity 
in giving generous wines in these kind of affee. 
tions. It was in vain that we saw the tongue 
become clear and the appetite increase under 
their influence ; prejudice and dread of some 
unknown evil always remained behind. Ou 
judgment accepts the facts before we give ou 
adhesion to them.” 


Treatment of Ozena.—Professor Borlée, of 
Liége, states his belief that ozcena is essentially 
a scrofulous affection, and may, just as oph- 
thalmia, constitute the only manifestation of 
the diathesis. The persons he has had to treat 
for this annoying infirmity have all manifested 
the lymphatic temperament in a high degree, 
exhibiting also indubitable signs of early sero- 
fula, or being descended from parents who have 
been themselves scrofulous. As the disease 
frequently occupies the mucous membrane in 
the deep-seated parts of the nasal cavities, in- 
jections form the best means of reaching its 
actual seat. The concreted mucosities must 
first be expelled by sniffing up or irrigating 
with water, this being repeated several times 
a-day in the intervals of injecting the medicinal 
substances. Of these latter, the author recom- 
mends especially nitrate of silver in the propor 
tion of 8 or 10 grains to 8 oz. of water, tincture 
of iodine 1 oz. to 8 oz. of water, with 2or3 
drachms of iodide of potassium.—Presse 
No. 23.—Med. Times and Gaz. 


The Alleged Deaths by Burns from Phosphorw- 
Matches, which have been going, the rounds of 


the press, are pronounced to be hoaxes. 

J. Althaus, of London, has inquired into one 
of the cases that had happened, it was said, 
to a Dr. K——, of B—, Rhenish Prussia, and 
found that the gentleman in question was prac 
ticing, in good health, and no such accident 
had happened to himself or any one in the 
neighborhood. 


The Oxalate of Cerium.—This article, a8 & T 
medy for vomiting in pregnancy, has bee? 
attracting much attention, yet with the excer 
tion of Dr. Lee’s cases in the Philadelphia Hor 

ita], but little on the subject has been repo 

r. William Corson, of Norristown, informs ¥ 
that where he has administered it the nause 
and vomiting were increased. 
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Literary Curiosity —Among the curiosities 
F nw , says the London Medical Times and 
Gazette, is “ Ouranoscopia,” or a Survey of the 
Heavens, to which is added the Gout-raptures, 

ented and improved. In English, Latin 
snd Greek lyrick Verse. By Robert Wittie, Dr. 
in Physick in both Universities, and Fellow of 
the Colledge of Physicians in London, 1681. 
The principal medical allusions in “‘ gout-rap- 
tures” are the following: 


Venus went forth like Juno, 
And the like armour beared ; 

Both nights and morns was seen with horns, 
And Stage appeared. 

For beauty and for lustre, 
Mortals were wont t’adore her; 

Her very touch yet now was such, 
That thousands fell before her. 

Her fresh wounds I observed 
Were easie to be cured ; 

But through neglect, or some defect, 
Prov’d hard to be endured. 

Though Mercury’s no soldier, 
Jove found him serviceable, 

Who nimble quick to do some trick 
Or stratagem was able. 

I constantly observed it, 
With Mercury who contended, 

The nimble youth flew to his mouth, 
His tongue and ~— were rended. 

Some say wounds got by Venus, 
With Mercury were mended ; 

But when that fail’d, and nought prevail’d, 
I oft those cures have ended. 


Philadelphia County Medical Society.—The next 
conversational meeting of this flourishing so- 
ciety will be held at the Hall of the College of 
mre on Wednesday evening next, the 
lth instant, at 74 o’clock. This meeting, we 


Ee. will be, in fashionable play-going par- 


ce, the “‘gem” of the season, and will, no 
doubt, “draw a crowded house.” Our predic- 
tion is founded both upon the interesting and 
practically important nature of the subject 
which has been selected for discussion, and on 
the ay of the eminent gentleman who 
has kindly consented to introduce it. ‘The sub- 
ject is, “‘ The tendencies of the present day in re- 
gard to the doctrine of debility, and the treatment 
of disease by stimulants”—a topic which will 
afford a capital field for reviewing “ Brunonian- 
ism” as it prevailed for a short period, about 
the close of the last century, and which has lately 
been revived by Bennett, Forbes, Todd, ete. 
is revival of the so-called Brunonian system is 
acting more or less attention all over the 
medical world, and itis predicted in certain quar- 
ters entitled to profound consideration, will 
revolutionize our generally received pathology, 
and established treatment of disease. e 
Paper, introductory to the debate, will be pre- 
sented by Dr. Gross, the distinguished Professor 
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of Surgery at the Jefferson Medical College, 
who will, no doubt, if we may judge of his pre- 
sent views from his voluminous writings, give 
a fair and conservative exposition of these ten- 
dencies of the age, which, in the opinion of 
some of the most eminent practitioners, are 
fraught with danger. 


Color of the Cerebral Substance in Relation to the 
External Pi .—Meckel and Lecat long since 
noticed that the color of the cerebral substance 
was deeper in the negro than in the white man. 
The fact has been since verified, and if it has 
been denied by some, this has probably arisen 
from the means of comparison not having been 
at hand. M. Broca recently placed before the 
Anthropological Society the brain of a negro, 
and although this had laid in spirits more ion 
two months, the coloring matter was distinctly 
cognizable, the white substance having a smoky 
tint. It was, however, the gray substance 
which was especially remarkable for its brown 
color. The pia mater, especially at the base, 
also contained patches of slate-colored pigment. 
M. Gubler, having had occasion to observe the 
above appearances in the brain of a negro, was 
induced also to examine whether analogous 
modifications might not be observed in dark- 
colored persons among the white race ; and fre- 
quent comparison has convinced him that there 
is a true connection between the more or less 
deep color of the nervous centres, and that of 
the cutaneous pigment. Ehrmann has also 
noticed pigmentary cells in the cerebral mem- 
branes of the Malays; and Virchow ,has ob- 
served that such coloration of the pia mater 
may be often observed in whites, though he 
does not seem to have connected it with the 
condition of the external pigment, as M. Gubler 
has done.—Moniteur des Sciences Med., No. 14.— 
Med. Times and Gazette 


Gambling for Charity.—It is proposed to secure 

a permanent endowment for some of the Lon- 

don hospitals, by allotting ten per cent. from 

the stakes of the Derby and Oaks races every 

ear. It is said that it would yield a yearly 
income of nine thousand pounds. 


British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review.— 
Dr. Sieveking has retired from the editorship 
of this valuable periodical. He is to be suc- 
ceeded by Dr. Ogle, of St. George’s Hospital, 
a name already familiar to readers of the 
journal. 


Notes on Nursing, by Florence Nightingale, 
has re-appeared in a new edition, with a sup- 
plementary chapter. 


Ricord’s Successor in the Hopital du Midi is 
to be M. Cusco, late of the Salpetriére. 
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Expulsive Gingivitis —The Paris correspondent 
of the J.ancet, says:—In a recent communica- 
tion to {he Academy of Medicine, M. Marchal 
De Calvi dwelt upon a not uncommon disease 
of the gums and alveola. This disease, hitherto 
unnamed, he proposes to call “expulsive gingi- 
vitis,” and as a suggestion of treatment, based 
upon a series of successful cases, is appended to 
the essay, I deem it worth mentioning. The 
affection consists in an inflammation of the 
ee and of the tooth-socket or its lining, most- 
y commencing by an abscess, with a subse- 
quent slow inflammatory process. The tooth 
begins to emerge from its position in the jaw, 
deviating from the natural direction; the gum 
recedes, and if the malady be unchecked, the 
former is completely ejected from its legitimate 
lodging. The disease is mentioned by English 
authors, but seems to be, if not unknown, at 
all events unnamed in France, and constitutes 
the torment and bugbear of many a coquettish 
middle-aged lady. M. Marchal de Calvi enume- 
rates as the causes of this unsightly affection,— 
first, hereditary predisposition ; next, exposure 
to damp and cold, the neglect of cleanliness, 
and presence of tartar round the gum, dyspepsia 
or gastric irritation; and lastly, pregnancy and 
lactation. The remedy found most successful 
in cutting short the disease in its early stage, is 
@ watery solution of iodine, to be brushed twice 
daily over the gum: the solution at first to be 
used weak, and subsequently stronger and 
stronger, until a concentrated form is tolerated. 


At a Jate sitting of the French Academy of 
Sciences, Dr. Jules Cloquet produced a pair of 
boots made of the tanned skin of a boa-con- 
strictor. The material is remarkably strong 
and supple; the scales have preserved their 
natural imbrication and color after the process 
of tanning, and the inside of the skin displays 
the marks of the scales in alternate reliefs and 
depression. Dr. Cloquet, on this occasion, ob- 
served that it would be desirable to make fur- 
ther attempts to introduce the skins of the in- 
ferior vertebrata into trade, seeing that, as to 
thickness and durability, they decidedly offer 
greater advantages than those of the superior 
classes. He concluded by stating that he in- 
tended to give one of his specimens to the 
Museum of Natural History, the other to the 
Cabinet of the Zoological Garden of Acclimati- 
zation. 


The Polypharmacy of Japan.—The Japanese 
Doctors rival the most enlightened of our civil- 
ized Polypharmacal Physicians in their love of 
drugs. ‘After accouchement they especially 
~ off this mania of theirs. Whether the 

irth be good or bad, they drench the woman 
with innumerable drugs, either to favor the 
lochial discharge, or to anticipate some distant 
complication. Directly the child is born they 
administer to the mother a tisan prepared of 
wood-ashes and tamarind-juice, or some other 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 





Vo. V. No, 6 


complicated decoctions. The abdomen of th 
woman is covered with a heap of ointments, 
whose composition varies according to the te 
gions to which it is specially applied. Thes 
manceuvres are continued for many weeks, g). 
though the mother enjoy the most 
health. The child is also subjected to numbe. 
less manipulations: his whole body is covers 
with thick layers of oils, balsams, and juices of 
plants.” 


A Chinese Pharmacopeia.— Toads’ flesh eure: 
diarrhea; that of the gecks tuberculous affes. 
tions. The flesh of the bat gives a long life to 
those who eat it; its blood ‘and bile have the 
reputation of oy | syphilis, and its exer. 
ments are used in the preparation of certain 
pills. The dried and powdered skeleton of the 
scorpion possesses diaphoretic virtues, and 
cures rheumatism and syphilis. The brain of « 
a horse makes the hair grow, its heart dried 
and powdered strengthens the memory, its 
bones remove sleeplessness ;—but they must be 
the products of a white horse. The marrowof 
an ass’s bones introduced into the ear during 
sleep cures deafness; rhinoceros’ horn cures 
somnambulism. The urine of the tapir is an 
antidote against poisoning by copper.”—Gu. 
Hebdomadaire. 


The Rhinoscope is a new instrument enlargi 
the “‘scope” of explarative vision of the physi 
cian; of course, as the name implies, it is a 
new optical instrument to explore the nasal 
passages. We now have 

Ophthalmoscopes, 

Auriscopes, 

Laryngoscopes, 

Rhinoscopes, 
and, without doubt, before twenty years are over, 
we will have 

Gastroscopes, 

Rectoscopes, 

Urethroscopes, 

Uteroscopes, 

Vesicoscopes, etc., etc. 
Who says we do not progress ? ; 

But, joke aside, the rhinoscope is reported in 
the Oesterreichische Zeitschrift fir prakt. Heilk. 98 
of excellent service in facilitating catheterism of 
the Eustachian tube. 


Homeopathy.—A German journal gives some 
details respecting henenentiy. The number 
of homeopathic physicians is 3,254, of whom 
1,612 are in America. The number of homeo 
peg in Germany is 471, and. 35 for animals; 


of the former are attached to hospitals. ? 


hospitals in Germany there are only 10, @ 
of them are in Austria, 3 of the 9 being st 
Vienna. The journals which treat of homer 
pathy in Germany are 8, 4 of them ine 


scientifically, the rest for the ordinary pu ic. 
The largest society of homeopaths is in*that 
country ; it consists of 230 members, and holds 
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annual sittings. In France there are 403 ho- 
meopaths, in England 244, (with two hospitals 
at London,) in Spain 94, (with a hospital at 
Madrid,) in Belgium 26, in Holland 7, in Swit- 
vrland 34, in Italy 14, in the Scandinavian 
countries 12, in the Danubian principalities 4, 
in Russia 67, (with a hospital at Moscow,) in 
Portugal 47, in Asia 4, and in Africa 6. The 
rest are in America. 


The Annual Meeting of the New York Academy 
of Medicine was held on Wednesday evening 
last at the rooms of the Historical Society. 
Dr. John Watson delivered the annual address, 
of which the following is a short abstract :— 

The philosopher, said he, may be beyond 
others, yet he is never beyond the age in 
which he lives. Bacon, Luther, and others, 
while soaring above the common mind, were 
dill subservient to the usages of those around 
them. The mass of men may be said to exer- 
cise no opinion at all of their own, but follow 
the beaten path ; and the physicians fal into 
this error as well as others. ion of this cha- 
racter are like the unskillful pilot, whose blun- 
der ina calm sea may do no harm, but when 
the tempest breaks over them this carelessness 
is the means of destroying themselves and 
others. ' 

He a to explain what a true physi- 
cian should know, enumerating the benefits of 
4 thorough education, carefulness, and the 
great necessity for scientific research; but, 
passing from these, an ample education will not 
always guard against error and the delusion of 
hypothesis. 


_In the choice of books, the physician is not 
tied down to any age or volume, but every thin 
8 open to him, and the habits of study acquire 
in youth are always to be continued, and prac- 
tice would not always give perfection. Aber- 
crombie, Sydenham, aa others, who have done 
somuch to advance the science of medicine, 
did not obtain all their information from prac- 
ce, but from close study. He did not wish 
them to be too multifarious in their pursuits, 
but to have some object before them, and to 
follow it, as too many things will naturally 
Weaken all. Although sometimes unsuccessful 
in our Own pursuit, we still fall upon something 
may improve us. The old alchemists, who 
Were searching for the philosopher’s stone and 
the manufacture of gold by artificial means, 
mn unsuccessful in their pursuit, still dis- 
covered many things that the world has now to 
thank them for. He called upon them to be 
united in their labor, and to ask and give ad- 
en 80 as to benefit the cause. The motto of 
¢ physician should be like that of the old 
oodsman—* Be sure you are right, then 
0 ahead.’ He was of opinion that the phy- 
sian should contribute to the press of the 
Pemeat 80 as to allow all to judge of what was 
ing in the profession, and to permit the coun- 
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try physician to benefit by the experience of the 
city practitioner. He then proceeded to glance 
over the traits necessary for a person to possess 
in order to become a student of medicine. 
Mildness, energy, courage, assiduity, were all 
necessary, and without them little could be ac- 
complished. A physician should always have 
a thorough knowledge of the world, and be 
able to understand the patient that he is called 
upon to cure. He is not to examine a patient 
as if he were a bale of goods, but should 
condole with him, and thus obtain his sym- 


pathy. 

The skillful use of such knowledge may be 
of great use to the suffering patient. The 
speaker here related many anecdotes of the 
manner in which several patients were restored 
to health by the cheerfulness and sympathy 
exhibited by their medical attendants. He 
then spoke at some length upon the benefit of 
exercising our mental faculties, and to let pass 
nothing that could be rendered useful to our- 
selves or others. The physician, particularly, 
should be of a penetrating character, and able 
to discern the difference between things that 
would not attract the notice of the casual ob- 
server. The trials and scenes that a physician 
sees, and comes in contact with, very frequently 
tend to make him sombre and quiet, if not 
dull ; and to counteract this, he should go into 
society, and enjoy the light pleasure of refined 
life, but by no means should he indulge in fri- 
volity, as steadiness of character is actually 
necessary to a physician both as student and 
practitioner. He should never permit his love 
of money to get the better of his usefulness ; 
and generosity should at all times be a striking 
trait of his character. Many instances were 
recorded of acts of benevolence and generosity 
on the part of good physicians, and many were 
the charitable acts that they do which never are 
known, or ever will be, in this world. In con- 
clusion he called upon the medical profession 
to continue in the performance of their duty, 
and thus obtain the gratitude and veneration of 
the world. 

At the conclusion of the discourse, Dr. Smith 
offered a resolution that the members return a 
vote of thanks to Dr. Watson for his address. 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The officers for the ensuing year are as fol- 
lows:—President, Dr. John Watson; Vice Pre- 
sidents, Drs. Foster, Buck, and Vanpelt; Do- 
mestic and Foreign Corresponding Secretary, 
Dr. J. W. Green; Trustees, Drs. Anderson, 
Wood, Kissam, Harsen, and Hubbard. 


of Virginia, we learn from 
irginia Medical Journal, is 
prosperous condition. More than one 
and thirty students have already ma- 
triculated. A hospital has been erected on the 
grounds of the college, which will be opened at 
new year. 
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Health of Towa.—A correspondent of the World 
writes as follows: 

One of the great sources of annoyance to east- 
ern people, who remove to the West, is the 
aud of intermittent and remittent fevers. 
These have been found to prevail in the new 
countries as a result of breaking up the soil, 
which exposes to the influence of the atmos- 
phere much decaying vegetable matter. But in 
countries so far North as the latitude of Du- 
buque, and particularly in high lands, where 
drainage is naturally good, these fevers are 
much less prevalent. Now in Iowa the bluffs 
rise from to 300 feet, just back of the Mis- 
sissippi, and gradually increase to perhaps a 
height of 500 feet in the course of a few miles; 
and at this elevation the country stretches away 
for hundreds of miles toward the Missouri river 
in rich rolling prairie, which affords the most 
perfect system of natural drainage. Hence 
those intermittent fevers, which are the scourge 
of the lowlands, are quite unknown in northern 
and central Iowa. The same is true to a great 
extent of Minnesota and Wisconsin. But it is 
not only in regard to these particular diseases 
that the State enjoys the blessings of health, 
but the United States census for 1850 assign to 
Towa the third place in health among the States 
of the Union, placing it after Wisconsin and 
Vermont. 

The annual fall of rain in Iowa—situated, as 
it is, midway between the oceans—only slightly 
exceeds one-half that of the Eastern States, and 
three-fourths of this rain falls in the spring and 
summer. 


Digitalis in Delirium Tremens.—The article re- 
cently copied from an English journal on the 
administration of very large doses of the tinc- 
ture of digitalis in delirium tremens has at- 
tracted much attention. The English officinal 
tincture is of the same strength as that of the 
the U. 8. Pharmacopzia. A practitioner of 
this city has informed us that he has frequently 
prescribed the tincture in drachm doses during 
acute inflammations, but the use of the article 
in half-ounce doses in conditions in which the 
arterial sedative effect is not apparently indi- 
cated seems extremely hazardous. Yet it is 
claimed that the effects of digitalis ininflamma- 
tory affections and in delirium tremens are 
exactly contrary. In inflammatory disease it 
subdues and regulates the pulse, whilst in deli- 
rium the pulse is by it increased in force and 
fulness. 


M. Vella has made new experiments on the 
effects of woorara; and concludes therefrom 
that the woorara is capable of completely de- 
— the effects of a fatal dose of strych- 
nine. Consequently, the two poisons are an- 
tagonistic; and what shows the fact very dis- 
tinctly is this; that by mixing woorara and 
strychnine, the poisonous effects of these sub- 
stances, instead of being increased, are neu- 
tralized.— Med. Times and Gazette. 
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Statistics are at present the rage in Paris, Ap 
enthusiastic proficient in that stud lately cal- 
culated that fifteen milliards of men Levoniins 
ed in the various wars which have been w. 
since the creation of the world. Carrying his 
calculation still further, he estimates the blood 
shed in these wars at 3,560,000 barrels ; and, 
taking the es. of each man at an average of 
100 lb., he concludes that 1,560,0000,001b. ofhe 
man flesh have been cut to pieces by hostile 
weapons.—Medical Times and tte. 


Verdict of Manslaughter against a Bone-setter~ 
Mr. Evan Thomas, bone-setter, of. Liverpool, 
has been committed by the Coroner for the 
county of Chester and the magistrate of Birk- 
enhead, and is to take his trial ona charge of 
of manslaughter at the Chester Assizes, 


I have seen a testicle with a small firm cyst 
adherent to it, which contained a worm of that 
sort called vena medinensis, (Dracunculus, 
Guinea worm.) This is a worm of considerable 
length, with a smooth surface, and an uniform 
appearance; at the posterior extremity it te 
minates in a slender hook-like process, and at 
the anterior is a rounded opening or mouth. 
This testicle had probably belonged to a man 
who had visited some of those climates in 
which the vena medinensis is found, and who 
had brought it over with him to this country— 
(Bailie, 1808 ) 


Gratuitous Services to Hospitals.—The Medical 
Literary Society (England) have recently dis 
cussed the question of gratuitous services to 
hospitals, and have passed a resolution approv- 
ing the principle of payment to medical officers 
in public institutions.— Lancet. 
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Connecticut—Dr. A. Pratt, (with encl.) 

IMlinois—Dr. B. Woodward. 

Jowa—Dr. E. J. Fontaine, (2.) 

Kentucky—Dr. Wm. Hays, (with encl.) 

Louisiana—Dr. N. B. Benedict, Dr. M. L. Knapp. 

Minnesota—Dr. J. H. Murphy, (with encl.) 

Mississippi—Dr. 8. Morton, (with encl.) 

New Jersey—Dr. J. 8. Cook. 

New York—S. M. Pettingill & Co., Clark, Austin & Co., (with 
encl. for Dr. Shatta:k,) Dr. A. Norris, (with encl,) Dr. 6 7. 
Elliott, Dr. Macnicholl (5,) Dr. 0. T. Evans, J. Winchester, (with 
enel.,) Dr. R. W. Clark, Dr. Lane, (with encl.) Dr. Brion, (wid 
encl.,) N. ¥. Medical College, (with encl.,) Dr. H. C. Murphy, 
(with enel.) Dr. E. 8. Gaillard, Dr. B. A. Mynderee, (with 
Dr. L. Ellwood, (with encl.,) Dr. J. Van Ingen, (with encl,) Dt 
J. L. Boulware, (with encl,) Dr. C. 0. Smith, (with enela) 
A. Hoff, (with encl.,) Dr. A. Fowler, (with encl.) 

Ohio—Dr. J. T. Leslie, (with encl.) 

Fennsylvania—Dr. A. K. Seem, (with encl..) Dr. J. A. Bet 
Dr. C. RB. Cowdrick, (with encl.) Dr. I. R. Bucher, (with each) 
Dr. J. Kern, (with encl.,) Dr. A. G. Cross. 

Rhode Island—Dr. E. M. Snow. 


.. 
“Office Payments—W. H. Cook, By Mr. Swaine: Dr. © 
Goodwin, Dr. Schofield, J. M. Maisch, (adv.,) Dr. McClenachs2, 
(adv.,) Philadelphia Dental College, (adv.) 
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